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Our Times - Prophecy in current events 
Is God speaking to America? 

There is much happening today to make most people feel very insecure.  But, for the Christian who believes in the soon coming of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, things are "looking up."  How can I say this, especially in these unsettled times?  Because, the Lord promised:   
"And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh" (Luke 
21:28).  This is why, even with recent events, we should always go to the Lord in prayer and to the Word of God to understand the 
times and the events that are taking place.  We should discern the times as being directed by the Lord to unfold precisely as Bible 
prophecy predicts.  
 
With this in mind we need to consider the recent East Coast Earthquake as well as the approach (at this writing) of hurricane Irene.  
In view of the clear declarations of prophetic Scripture concerning the unfolding of events in the latter days, when events such as 
these occur, students of Bible prophecy should always ask:  "What is God saying to the lost, to Israel, and to His Church through 
these events?"  First,  let's look at 2 Samuel 22:1 where David set the example for us to seek the Lord regarding critical events in his 
own time:    

"Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year; and David inquired of the LORD.  
And the LORD answered, “It is because of Saul and his bloodthirsty house, because he killed the Gibeonites." 

 
Here we learn from David that there are prophetic reasons behind natural disasters.  Romans 8: 22 speaks of "birth pangs" which the 
earth will be going through in the latter days.  Jesus said that in the days approaching His return, "there will be famines, pestilences, 
and earthquakes in various places" (Matthew 24:7).  He told us these things in order for us to be watchful in our walk and our 
witness until He returns (Matthew 24: 42; Luke 9:13). Students of Bible prophecy, as Christians who love the Lord Jesus and look 
forward to His return,  should observe the moving of God in world events.   God has a purpose in all that He does and all that He 
allows.  In Ephesians we are told that God "works all things after the counsel of His own will" (Ephesians 1:11).  Like David, we 
should inquire of the Lord as to what He might be saying to us through the events and circumstances of our lives.  He will answer as 
He is pleased to do so; as Deuteronomy 25:25 says:  "The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are 
revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law" (Deuteronomy 29:29). 
 We also see from David's inquiring of the Lord in 2 Samuel 22:1 that God holds even favored nations accountable for their sins.  In 
this case Israel, as represented by the then King Saul, neglected to uphold Joshua's covenant of 400 years earlier with the Gibeonites 
by seeking to kill them.  We see here and elsewhere in Scripture that God will hold an entire nation responsible for the actions of 
their leaders.  This should make the United States of America sit up and take notice.  With the abuses against the unborn sanctioned 
by our President, and many other leaders, as well as his and other's 
weak and ambiguous stances concerning Israel, we should not be 
surprised at the occurrence of the recent earthquake in Virginia 
which left cracks in the Washington Monument and caused damage 
to the National Cathedral in D.C.   I believe we would be mistaken in 
viewing these events as being merely coincidental.   
Yet the Virginia, or East Coast, earthquake is not all we see 
happening in recent days.  At the writing of this newsletter, we are 
watching as hurricane Irene is making its way up the east coast 
toward Washington D. C., as well as other highly populated, 
economic, religious and militarily strategic points north.  While we 
realize this storm will cause much damage in other states and coastal 
cities besides, I believe Washington, as the heart of this country, is a 
particular target of this potentially devastating hurricane.    
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Since the Bible relates earthquakes and climactic events as being remarkably prominent in End Times prophecies, I believe there are 
several things about these current events that should cause Christians to take profound notice.  
  
First, we should note that we are 
witness to two major and highly 
unusual events that appear to be 
happening in sequence.  The initial 
event is that of the Virginia 
earthquake which rattled buildings 
all the way to Canada, and no less in 

Washington D.C.  Again, we have 
seen how this earthquake resulted in 
producing cracks in the Washington Monument and damaging the spires of the National Cathedral.   Please consider, The 
Washington Monument is symbolic of America's political life as founded on Christian and Biblical principles.  The National Cathedral 
has for many years been viewed as a strong religious symbol of the need for God in our national  life.  The earthquake, as a Divine 
judgment, may be a warning to us that the political and religious life of America has suffered great damage through the years of 
selfish and Godless neglect of our Biblical founding principles.  

 The next event is Hurricane Irene, which will likely cause a great deal of 
economic damage, not only to Washington D.C., but in every state and city 
through which this gigantic storm will pass. 
As we consider these events from a prophetic perspective, we should keep in 
mind that there are three primary areas that God seems to target when 
disciplining wayward nations in the Scripture.  These three areas are the  
Political, the Religious, and the Economic.  I believe it is plain to see that God 
is judging all three areas in America today.  These two natural phenomena, 
the Virginia earthquake and Hurricane Irene, are very likely warnings from a 
loving and compassionate God that we need to repent and return as a nation 
to our founding Biblical principles.  If we do not, God must judge us because 
He must judge sin.  I believe these events have been sent to get our attention 
along these lines.   

Second, we should note that it seems God has sent these two distinct events to remind us Who is in authority in America and to 
bring us to repentance as a nation.  In the Bible, numbers are very significant.  The number two in Scripture represents a testimony!  
Events such as earthquakes and storms seem to be a dual sequence of testimony which God is using to reveal how He is angry 
toward sin and rebellion in our own nation of America.  If God judged other nations in the Scripture, why would He not judge 
America?  In 2 Samuel 22:7-8 we can observe an instance of God speaking twice through a dual sequence of events as David writes 
in a Psalm of God's delivering power and judgment:  

"In my distress I called upon the LORD, 
And cried out to my God;  
He heard my voice from His temple,  
And my cry entered His ears. 
 “Then the earth shook and trembled; 
The foundations of heaven quaked and were shaken,  
Because He was angry." 
 

In Job 33:14 we read,  "For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not.  I am concerned that our leaders will not 
perceive the significance of these events beyond asking how they might use them to gain political advantage for re-election.  There 
is a real hardening of hearts against God in Washington these days,  but we are also seeing this in many churches and ministries.    
In another Psalm of David we read:  "God has spoken once, twice I have heard this:  That Power belongs to God" (Psalm 62:11).  
When God speaks to a nation once, that should be enough, but when He speaks twice, this indicates we are truly distracted; yet, 
when God speaks in sequence three times,  this shows the nation is in rebellion against God.  We see this rebellion with New York's 
secularist Mayor Bloomberg who has said he will not allow any clergy at the scheduled 9/11 Memorial Service.  You may remember 
that Mr. Bloomberg was fully supportive of allowing the building of the Islamic Mosque at "Ground Zero."  In answer to Mayor 
Bloomberg's bombastic rejection of God, Time Square felt the rumblings of its foundations with Tuesday's earthquake, and Hurricane 
Irene is one her way! Yet I pray that God will temper His judgment with mercy as He softens rebellious hearts to repent and turn to 
God through Jesus Christ.   
Now let's ask still a further question:  Is God speaking even three times in sequence by sending further economic disaster to the east 
coast of America through Hurricane Irene?  We should watch prayerfully to see the aftermath of this storm which is heading right 
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toward the financial, political, and media centers of the United States.  One news commentator noted that this storm will threaten 
more people than any other single hurricane in U.S. history.  
 
 Remember how the Lord said through Joel to rebellious Israel of 600 B.C.,  "What the chewing locust left, the swarming locust has 
eaten; What the swarming locust left, the crawling locust has eaten; And what the crawling locust left, the consuming locust has 
eaten" (Joel 1:4)?  Sin will consume any individual, family, church or nation.  Sowing to the flesh will always reap destruction, but 
sowing to the spirit will always reap life. (Galatians 6:7-8)         
Third, we should note that  God is testifying to us how judgment has already begun upon America.  I believe God is warning:  
"Repent now or judgment will continue, and will grow worse".  There are serious "cracks" and "fissures" in our  political life in 
America because God and His Word have been abandoned.  Compromising conservatives and leftist liberals, along with perverted 
lifestyles of many of our politicians, I believe, have stirred God to respond with the warning of an earthquake.  The noble spires atop 
the towers of America's founding religion of Bible believing, God honoring Christianity have been shaken and have for the most part 
fallen to the ground.   
 
America has been the world's leading economic power and has been the envy of nations for centuries.  The United States' solid 
economy  has helped to finance the defense of Israel and many nations vulnerable to the enemies of freedom.  The approach of 
hurricane Irene will doubtless cost our nation billions of dollars further draining our already depleted 
financial resources.  This storm should remind us how a serious flood of economic woes has arisen 
upon our land as a result of our unbridled spending, and because we do not trust in God, even 
though our currency says we do with the inscription:  "In God We Trust."  Consequently, for our 
economic wellbeing, we have developed an idolatrous dependency upon godless nations like China 
for financial help.  
 
Psalm 33:12 says:  "Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD."  So long as a nation seeks to 
honor God then that nation will be blessed and preserved.  When a nation turns against the Lord, as I 
believe America is being led to do, then God will send warnings.  I Hope you will join me in praying 
for our nation in these latter days, that once again, America will be used of God, through Godly 
leadership, churches and believers,  and through the preaching of the gospel and holy living, to make a 
difference in the world for Jesus Christ, until He comes. 
 

Upward Call - How to walk in view of Prophecy 
Seeking the Voice of God 

Understanding world events from a prophetic perspective  is especially needed as the coming of the Lord draws nearer.  There 
seems to be a deafening silence regarding the prophetic significance of events of our day.  Perhaps fear of being misunderstood or 
of being disagreed with, or even mocked weighs heavy on the minds of Christian leaders today.  I believe that if Bible teachers and 
Christian leaders would shut out the voices that are promoting false and unscriptural views of leadership and success and just get 
alone with God and an open Bible, the Spirit of God could then be heard.  And once they hear the voice of the Lord then the voices 
of the world wouldn't matter. 
 
The Lord has clearly spoken as to what He intends to do in the world.  How are we making adjustments in our lives to these 
prophetic realities?  I believe it is time for churches and ministries to prayerfully make adjustments that will bring their work in 
accord with the prophetic realities that are manifesting in the world today.  These realities are undeniable, yet many are denying 
them none the less.  I have personally witnessed growing numbers of ministries excluding any reference to the return of the Lord in 
their public statements of faith.  But Jesus Himself said in His last words in the Bible:  "I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto 
you these things in the churches.  I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star...

 
He which testifieth 

these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus" (Revelation 22:16,20).  Notice how the Lord connects 
His Nature as Lord with His Return.  Also notice how the words, "in the churches" emphasizes how all Christians are to make known 
that Jesus, Crucified, Resurrected and Ascended, will come back!  Thus He is "King of Kings and Lord of Lords!" (Revelation 19:6) 
 

The Church Today - Doctrine and Prophecy Today 
Rapid Increase of End Time Events 

The coming of the Lord is revealed to encourage believers through the hard trials that come through serving Christ.  We are 
informed by the Lord how times will not grow easier as the coming of the Lord draws near.  While researching for this edition of 
Prophecy in Perspective, I came across an interesting historical review of all of the hurricanes that have hit Washington D.C. since 
they began keeping records.  I think you will see how these storms have increased substantially in frequency.  
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Hurricane History for the Washington and Baltimore Region 
(last updated 3/25/2008) 

Nineteenth Century Tropical Cyclones 
1878 October 23 Not Named. A Category 2 hurricane hit the Washington/Baltimore region. This is the strongest storm to ever hit this region since record-keeping 
began in 1851. 
1893 October 13-14 Not Named. A Category 1 hurricane moved through the region.  
1896 September 30 Not Named. A Category 1 hurricane moved through western parts of Virginia. 
 
Twentieth Century Tropical Cyclones 
1933 August 23-24 Chesapeake Bay Hurricane. This storm made landfall near Virginia Beach. The eye of the storm traveled up the west side of the Bay and just to 
the west of Washington DC. This allowed the storm's strongest winds to funnel water into the mouth of the bay and then northward right up the Potomac. This 
storm caused record high tides up the entire west side of the Chesapeake Bay and in Washington DC with damages the highest ever recorded from a storm surge. 
In Washington DC, the surge reached 11 feet. This storm caused a total of 18 deaths and $79 million (adjusted to 1969) in damages. 
 
Naming of storms began in 1950 
1952 September 1 ABLE.  
1954 October 15 HAZEL.  
1955 August 13 CONNIE.  
1955 August 18 DIANE.  
1969 August 20 CAMILLE. The strongest hurricane to hit the United States in modern meteorological times. 
1972 June 22 AGNES. One of the costliest natural disasters in U.S. history with $2.1 billion in damages.  
1979 July 14 BOB. The remains of Bob produced flooding over portions of West Virginia but the details are sketchy.  
1979 September 6 DAVID. Hurricane David spawned eight tornadoes across the greater Washington metro area.  
1985 July 25 BOB. Isolated tornadoes were reported across Maryland and Virginia associated with this storm. 
1988 August 29 CHRIS.  
 1996 July 13 BERTHA.  
 1996 September 6 FRAN. 
1999 September 16 FLOYD.  
 
21st Century Tropical Cyclones  
2003 September 19 ISABEL.  
2004 September 17 IVAN. The remnants of Ivan spawned an outbreak of 117 tornadoes over a 3 day period in the United States including 37 tornadoes in Virginia, 
6 in Maryland and 3 in West Virginia. A total of 32 tornadoes occurred in the LWX forecast area.  
2004 September 28-29 JEANNE. The remnants of Hurricane Jeanne brought widespread flooding to LWX forecast area. Rainfall amounts of 4 to 7 seven inches 
were common across the entire region. The storm moved off the Mid Atlantic coast on the 29th as an extratropical cyclone. 
2005 July 8 CINDY. The remnants of Cindy moved northeastward along the eastern slopes of the Appalachians of western Virginia as an extratropical low and 
emerged off the Mid-Atlantic coast on the afternoon on the 8th. The remnants of Cindy caused heavy rains and localized floods in Virginia. More than five inches 
fell across a large portion of the Appalachian Mountain region of Virginia.  
2006 September 1-2 ERNESTO. Ernesto reached the North Carolina/Virginia border as an extratropical cyclone as it interacted with a pre-existing frontal zone. A 
large area of high pressure over southeastern Canada combined with the approaching Ernesto, prior to its landfall, to produce gale-force winds and some rather 
heavy rains over and near the coasts of Virginia and Maryland. This complex series of events resulted in some storm surge flooding along the western shores of 
the Chesapeake Bay and the adjacent rivers, where storm tides of up to about 6 feet were reported. In Virginia, storm surge flooded several homes, and some 
piers and boats were significantly damaged. Rainfall amounts of 5 to 10 inches fell along the VA/MD coasts.  (National Weather Service Forecast Office) 

 
 
  

(Prophecy in Perspective, Copyright, vol. no. 8- August 27, 2011) 
 

(Note:  If you would like to interact with Dr. Downing concerning this newsletter, views, etc. you can "blog" with him at prophecyinperspective.com.  
Also, you can purchase his latest book, "Good News From a Far Country", a study in the book of Daniel [$15]  by contacting him.) 
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