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Our Times - Prophecy in current events 
The Bible tells us of several wars that will take place in the future. Psalm 83 describes an attempted invasion by Arab and 
Islamic nations against Israel.  Isaiah 17 may well describe Israel's decisive response, perhaps with nuclear weapons.  
This event may prepare the way for the battle of Gog and Magog of Ezekiel 38-39.  And this, in turn will further prepare 
for the final battle at the end of the Tribulation, Armageddon. The battle of Armageddon is prophesied to tell us about a 
time when all the nations will gather to destroy Israel.  As we see today, many nations apparently view Israel as a 
problem to be solved rather than a nation to be defended.  Already, preparations are being made for Israel's complete 
annihilation.  Zechariah 14:1-3 gives us a quick glimpse of the situation at the battle of Armageddon. 
 

"Behold, a day is coming for the LORD when the spoil taken from you will be divided among you.  For I will 

gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the 

women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city.  Then 

the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle."  

Already today there are nations that want to destroy Israel.  They are making real preparations to do so.  The first stage 
of preparation is the underlying mindset we will find quite disturbing as we read such statements as the following:   

"Hezbollah says that Israel’s disappearance after the next war is an established fact. Iran’s President has called 
Israel a dirty microbe and a savage animal that will soon disappear in a flash. The commander in chief of Iran’s 
army predicts that millions will soon receive the joyous news of Israel’s destruction. Israel’s chief of staff warns 
of a 'tough ordeal' coming soon. "  ("Psalm 83...A Preview of Coming Attraction", by Jack Kelly, 
gracethrufaith.com) 

The news today is focused on some amazingly telltale developments that point to 
preparations for the coming battles over Israel, culminating with that of Armageddon.  
That is when the nations will gather to destroy Israel and when the Lord Jesus Christ 
will return to the earth to fight against those nations.  

In recent months the so called "Arab Spring" of Islamic nations surrounding Israel 
deceptively signal to the world that democracy is spreading across the Middle East.  
Yet history has shown that Islamic radical organizations such as the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which appears to have real Nazi connections, Hamas, Hezbollah, and Al 
Qaeda, use national and regional instability to gain and establish political control.  
There is no doubt that Islamic anti-Jewish and anti-American fervor are behind much of the 
unrest.  The stirring up of these countries by Islamic radical organizations is highly 
organized and intentional.  Their goal is to gain both geographical and political position to facilitate the destruction of 
Israel and the Jews.  In general, the Muslim world views the Jews as illegal occupiers of Palestinian territory.  As far as 
Hamas and Hezbollah are concerned, Israel has no right to exist.  The United States needs to take a clear and resolute 
stand against these positions and articulate support for Israel in unambiguous terms.  Has the United States become a 
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"cog" in the Muslim machinery of Anti-Semitism?  Is President Obama sympathetic with their ultimate goals?  It is time 
for America to stand with Israel as though our very existence depended on it, because, I believe it does! 
 
There is a new development regarding Gaza's borders and the potential for more threats against Israel.  With the 
deposition of Hosni Mubarak in February, who tended to align himself with Israel's policy of closing Gaza's borders and 
restricting air space, the current leadership of Egypt, under the influence of the Muslim Brotherhood, has now opened 
this border called the Rafah Crossing.  There has been increased freedom to cross since June of 2010, but now Egypt is 
allowing much freer crossing privileges with the permanent opening of the Rafah border as of Saturday, May 28th.  
Israel, according to a CNN report, has not made any official statement about these new developments at the Rafah 
Crossing.  But, Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, has stated in an interview with Fox News on Tuesday, May 
24th regarding the terrorist Palestinian organization, Hamas, that border access will be used to their advantage.  
"Hamas", he said, "already brought into Gaza about 10,000 rockets which they fire on us.  They have already fired about 
6,000 rockets on us.  They are amassing more.  So they are not a partner for peace." 
 
How refreshing to listen to Benjamin Netanyahu speak to the joint meeting of Congress on Tuesday, May 24th.  In light 
of an important vote that will be taken at the United Nations in September during which many believe statehood will be 
granted to the Palestinians, Speaker John Boehner, invited Israel's Prime Minister to address the needs of Israel before 
the Congress.  It is believed that Mr. Netanyahu wanted to rally the support of Congress to influence President Obama 
to encourage the Europeans to join the United States in voting against any UN declaration to establish an independent 
Palestinian state in September.  The President, in a speech at the State Department on Thursday, May 19th, apparently 
wanted to "get ahead of the curve" of the Prime Minister's speech and to establish his own demands on Israel as the 
basis for America's assistance to help Israel negotiate with the Palestinians for peace.  (See the Hal Lindsey Report, May 
27, 2011, hallindseyreport.com) 
 
In doing so, Mr. Obama made demands that have never been required of Israel by any other President; that Israel return 
to its pre-1967 borders.  The next day, May 20th, in a meeting with the President, Mr. Netanyahu told Mr. Obama in no 
uncertain terms that Israel would not be returning to the indefensible borders of 1967.  The Prime Minister made this 
clear also at his speech to the Congress on May 23rd.  And again, in a later interview with Andrea Michelle, Mr. 
Netanyahu stated that Israeli borders are the "meat and potatoes of peace." 
 
I was pleased to see how solidly our Congress affirmed Mr. Netanyahu through many standing ovations.  They showed 
strong support of his firm and resolute stance in favor of Israel's negotiating for peace from a position of strength.  
"Jerusalem," said Mr. Netanyahu during his speech to Congress, "must never be divided, it must remain the united 
capital of Israel!" 
  
In reality, Israel's pull back would not help further peace negotiations with the Palestine Liberation Organization.  Far 
from being satisfied with any such pull back on Israel's part, the PLO has actually called for Israel to return to the 1948 
boundaries. This would essentially deny the very statehood of Israel which was established in the same year.  Mr. 
Netanyahu, when speaking to the President on Friday, May 20, after their extended two hour private meeting, finished 
his reflections with these poignant words:   "Mr. President, We don't have a margin for error.  History will not give the 
Jewish people another chance."  
 
Refusing to be out-done by the Israeli leader, President Obama, two days later, further qualified, but repeated his 
proposal in an appearance before the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) on Sunday, May 20th.   In spite 
of  Mr. Netanyahu's sobering statements and clear cautions to President Obama, there seemed to be no real change in 
Mr. Obama's radical position.  I cringed when I realized the full weight of what our President was saying.  I believe that in 
his insisting that Israel move their borders to these pre-1967 indefensible parameters and thus leaving the Jews 
vulnerable to attack by their enemies, Mr. Obama was essentially renouncing true support for our trusted ally, Israel.  I 
am reminded of the Lord's clear warning to any nation that comes against Israel found in  Zechariah 2:8,  "For thus saith 
the LORD of hosts;  After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you:   for he that toucheth you 
toucheth the apple of his eye."   



Eerily, three days after he initially called for Israel to return to their indefensible 
1967 borders, on the same day the President spoke to AIPAC reiterating this 
position, Sunday, May 22, at 5:30 pm central time, a monster multi-vortex 
tornado descended upon the town of Joplin, Missouri.  This super twister ripped a 
swath of utter devastation almost one mile wide and about eight miles long. 
Presently, Joplin's death toll is over 140 people. This is reported to be the 
deadliest single tornado in American history!  I believe that both the timing and 
intensity of this event are very significant.  It may well have come as a warning to 
the people of the United States to pray for Israel and to insist that our President 
stand with the Jews in their desperate hour of need.  Israel is the "apple" of God's 

eye. We need to pray for President Obama that he will be open to God's wisdom and take a clear stand for Israel!  We 
also need to pray for the people of Joplin, Missouri in this time of tragedy. (wreckage in Joplin pictured above)  
     
I believe God is sending judgments upon the earth which are also 
"birth pangs" (Matthew 24:8; Romans 8:22) in growing numbers 
of floods, droughts in some areas of our country, and massive 
forest fires in other areas.  There is also increasing earthquake 
activity in various parts of the globe. We are witnessing growing 
unrest of national uprisings often resulting in wars and rumors of 
wars, just as Jesus predicted.  (Matthew 24:4-7) Many nations, 
especially among the Muslim nations, are joining together in the 
hopes of bringing about another Jewish holocaust!  "But the Lord 
will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights 
on a day of battle" (Zechariah  14:3).   

 

Upward Call - How to walk in view of prophecy 
Satan certainly has a hand in these series of events in order to 
deceive, distract, and to blind people from realizing the important issues concerning Israel and of how the nations are 
plotting against the Jews.  Satan's latest strategy of distraction was to make a mockery of the doctrine of the Second 
Coming of Christ by raising up someone to set a date for the end of the world.  
 
Saturday, May 21st was supposed to be the end of the world according to owner of Family Radio, Harold Camping.  The 
media promoted this prediction to the point where Christians appeared to the world as crazy "date setters."  Indeed, 
many were deceived by this man.  Behind the scene is Satan who delights in discrediting the Christian message.  The 
devil also seeks to distract the world from noticing the signs of the times that are being sent by God as predicted in the 
Scriptures to warn the world of a real judgment to come. This mocking mindset was foretold by Peter when he wrote:  
"In the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, and saying, 'Where is the 
promise of His coming?' For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of 
creation" (2 Peter 3:3-4, NASB). Many today hide behind a thin veneer of spirituality but they mock the doctrine of 
Christ's return and judgment. Date setters, like Harold Camping, only give them good reason to mock.  We, as Bible 
believers, need to give the world good reasons to believe in Jesus Christ, to live for Him and look for His return with joy 
and expectation! 
 
Daniel chapter nine gives an amazing time frame which outlines four world kingdoms from Daniel's day all the way to 
the coming of Jesus Christ and His death on the cross, to the coming of the Antichrist in the latter days, and  the return 
of Christ to the earth.  A total of 490 years of 360 days each year are outlined for the rise and fall of four world empires, 
Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome. The fourth empire, Rome, which existed in Jesus' day will, according to Daniel, rise 
again in the latter days.  I believe we are presently witnessing this latter day rise of Rome in the development of the 
United States of Europe.  But, between the first coming of Christ and the rise of the Antichrist, as shown in Daniel 9:26-
27 there is an intervening of a time called the Church Age.  In fact, based on the birth of the Church promised by Jesus 
Christ and recorded in Acts chapter two, we may see that there is an indeterminate time between Daniel 9:26, the first 
coming of Christ,  and 9:27, the second coming of Christ.  Again, this is called the Church Age.  And we are living in the 
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Church Age now.  It will end when Jesus returns to take the Church to heaven at the rapture.  No date is given as to 
when this will occur.  I believe we are at the latter end of that age, and there are valid reasons from Scripture why we 
may know this without the need for setting a date. 
 
The Church Age will conclude just as soon as the full number of Gentiles are brought in through faith in Jesus Christ as 
their Savior (Romans 11:25).  Then God will begin again working among Israel, to bring them to Jesus Christ as a nation 
(Romans 11:26).  Daniel was told that "seventy weeks have been decreed for your people (the Jews)"  (Daniel 9:24, 
NASB).  These are seventy weeks of years and works out to a total of 490 years.  Sixty-nine of these "weeks" (483 years) 
have elapsed and there is one "week" of seven years yet to elapse on Israel's prophetic time clock.  This final "week" will 
be the time of the Great Tribulation which is to last seven years, and will begin after the conclusion of the Church Age. 
(See 1 Thessalonians 4:1-18 and 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12)  This is how Bible students have been able to generally gauge 
the approach of the End Times, yet not be able to set a specific date.  This has especially been clear with the re-
establishment of  Israel as a nation in 1948 and the growing apostasy of the Church. (see 1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Timothy 3:1-9; 
Revelation 3:14-22).  But no one who is a true teacher of Bible prophecy ever sets a date for Jesus return or for the so 
called "end of the world." 
 
 Jesus was very clear as to the times just prior to the return of the Lord: "But of that day and hour no one knows, not 
even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.  For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the 
days of Noah" (Matthew 24:36-37, NASB).   As Christians we need to study the Word of God and be faithful, consistent 
and loving witnesses of the Lord Who died for the sins of the world, Who is resurrected, and Who is coming back again!  
 
 

The Church Today - Doctrine and prophecy today 

Many churches and denominations today are getting more and more watered down in the theology they teach.  For 
example, the Presbyterian Church U.S.A., a denomination that has gone theologically renegade for years, will now allow 
the ordination of so called "gay and lesbian clergy."  We should pray for the remnant of believers, as few as there may 
be in the PCUSA,  to take a clear stand to "not be bound together with unbelievers," but to, "come out from their midst 
and be separate" (2 Corinthians 6:14&17, NASB) 
 
We need to hear God's call for the Church to return to studying and teaching the great doctrinal truths of the Word of 
God.  The great truths of the Bible are life changing.  Today we are witnessing all too often that the tendency is to 
preach and teach according to the latest trends of the culture.  Whatever will draw a crowd or help a man or woman 
who wants to become famous, or "whatever makes me feel good, or whatever affirms me" seems to be the mindset 
today.  
 
Paul warned Timothy about this latter day situation where truth would be substituted with whatever tickles the ears:  
"For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, 
and will turn aside to myths" (2 Timothy 4:3-4, NASB).  Stirring  preaching on sound doctrines such as:  the Inspiration 
and Authority of the Bible, the Doctrine of the Atonement,  the truth about the Holy Spirit, or the events of the End 
Times (eschatology) and more, brings stability to the Christian's life and courage in witnessing for Christ.  Further, 
encouraging Christians to study and believe Biblical truth will stir them to live morally pure lives, as Paul said to the 
Corinthians:  "Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God" (2 Corinthians 7:1). There is no time to waste!  Let's "preach the 
word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine" (2 Timothy 4:2); 
for the Lord Jesus Christ is coming soon! (Revelation 22:7) 
 
 
 
 

(Prophecy in Perspective, Copyright, vol. no. 2- June 3, 2011) 
 

      


