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Our Times - Prophecy in current events 

Israel, The Key to Bible Prophecy 

If someone were to ask:  How can I understand Bible prophecy? The answer is:  the key to understanding Bible prophecy 
is understanding God's plan for Israel.  Even though we have a predominantly liberal news media that is biased against 
the nation of Israel in many ways and therefore does not report on the real threats against Israel today, Israel stands out 
as the most important news issue of our day. 

In reality, Israel and the Jewish people are the most important issue of any day, because, as I said understanding Israel is 
the key to comprehending the meaning and purpose of Bible prophecy.  And, of course, understanding Bible prophecy is 
the key to knowing the meaning of the events of our day and of the future of the nations. 

We have to go back to the very beginning of Israel to know just what is meant when I say that Israel and the Jewish 
people are the key to understanding Bible prophecy and the events of the world today.  Genesis 12:1-7 says: 

"Now the LORD had said to Abram:  
'Get out of your country, From your family  
And from your father’s house, To a land that I will show you.  I 
will make you a great nation; I will bless you  
And make your name great; 
 
And you shall be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, And 
I will curse him who curses you;  And in you all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed.' 

 
So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot 
went with him...So they came to the land of Canaan.  Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, 
as far as the terebinth tree of Moreh.  And the Canaanites were then in the land.   Then the LORD appeared to 
Abram and said, 'To your descendants I will give this land.'  And there he built an altar to the LORD, who had 
appeared to him." 

 

God provides the key to Bible prophecy with these words:  "I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who 
curses you: and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."  Of course, those who do not believe in God and 
the fact that God's speaks and that He has chosen a special people through whom the Messiah would come into the 
world, would not think much of this prophecy.  The nations and their leaders have only a prideful desire to establish 
their own false religions and political visions of world domination.  And their goals do not involve the existence of the 
nation of Israel.  In fact, nations such as Iran want Israel to be destroyed. 

 
Prophecy in Perspective has covered many instances of the dire consequences that result when nations stand against 
Israel.  Storms, unrest, and disasters seem to occur when nations, such as the United States, who owe our very existence 
to Israel, do not take a strong stand for the tiny nation. 
 



Jesus predicted there would be "wars and rumors of wars" (Matthew 24:6) and this would be the tide of the times 
when the latter days were upon the world.  These "wars and rumors of wars" would concern Israel directly.  Iran has 
made it clear that they plan to destroy  Israel and they are now developing weapons to make good on their  promise.  
According to God's unconditional covenant with Abraham, they will never be able to pull it off.  God will protect His 
nation, because He intends to bless all nations through Israel. 
 
We should pay close attention to the unfolding of events between 
Israel and Iran.  One thing we can know for sure is that God is 
presently cursing Iran, that is putting this nation on His list of 
nations that will be destroyed for their hatred of God's chosen 
people.  Do not be surprised if Israel carries out a pre-emptive strike 
against Iran.  You can be sure that such a strike will be quick, 
surprising, and devastating.  It is already being reported that Iran is 
practicing firing nuclear capable missiles from ships in the Caspian 
Sea.  They are launching these missiles high up into the atmosphere.  
Why?  They are practicing the launch of a missile strike against the 
United States, or Israel, by which they could destroy the electrical 
grid of our nations.  Detonating a nuclear device high over the 
central portion of the United States would enable our enemies to 
send an electro-magnetic pulse over our country and knock out our electrical systems by which all computer networks, 
motor vehicles and weapons systems would be rendered inoperable.  We would then see wide-spread panic and the 
real potential for the destruction of the United States.   
 

Pray that God will protect Israel, and that He will awaken the citizens of the United States to realize the importance of 
standing with Israel for her defense and peace.  If we are strong in our support for Israel, the nations surrounding the 
tiny nation will back down from their threats because the best policy of peace in that region is uncompromising support 
of Israel.  God will bless our nation for this, and I believe we will see revival, great reductions of crime, and great 
reductions of natural disasters in America.  Is this really possible?  Yes, I believe it is since God clearly said to Abraham:  
"I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you."  Strong support for Israel will also be 
determined by the attitude of the president of the United States.  We need to hear clear statements from President 
Obama of  his unconditional support for Israel.    
 

Upward Call - How to walk in view of Prophecy  

 
It is important that we as Christians be as informed as possible as to Bible prophecy and the unfolding of world events in 
view of the Bible's predictions.  It is also important to make these truths a part of our conversation with people we come 
into contact with from day to day.  The influence of world crises and problems are amazing conversation starters when 
sharing your faith in Jesus Christ.  When people listen to the preachers on the television these days they are mostly 
hearing about signs and wonders, positive thinking, and the health and wealth gospel, which is a false gospel.   They are 
also hearing more about contemplative, meditative spirituality which is growing in popularity today.  Little is being said 
about the truths surrounding the coming again of Jesus Christ.  A love for the world over a love for God may well be the 
reason for ignoring Bible prophecy in preaching. 
 

The Church Today - Doctrine and Prophecy Today 

 
It is very enlightening to understand that the nature of Islam is like that of the well know cult of Mormonism.  
Understanding this will help us to further comprehend the danger of such movements as the blasphemous attempt to 
combine Christianity with Islam to form Chrislam.  Ergun Caner, in an article for the Popular Encyclopedia of Apologetics 
points out how closely tied are the false religions of Islam and the cult of Mormonism.  He writes: 

 
"However, Islam emphasizes many of the characters found in the Bible.  How does the Christian understand this 
seeming reliance on biblical revelation?  Islam is best understood as a form of 'medieval Mormonism.'  By that 
we mean that both Joseph Smith and Muhammad assumed the classic stance of a cult:  they were going to 
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correct and replace Christianity.  In that vein, both men took the characters of the Bible, changed the stories of 
the Bible, omitted what they did not like, and replaced the rest.  The parallels between Mormonism and Islam, in 
light of biblical Christianity, are legion. 

 
Both Islam and Mormonism change significantly the teachings of the bible, including the prophets and stories.  
Both Islam and Mormonism declare that Jesus was a prophet but not God, and place their prophet as the final 
prophet.  Both systems deny the vicarious atonement of Jesus Christ (that He died in our place to pay the full 
penalty for our sin) and grace as the means of salvation.  Both Islam and Mormonism assess a second-class 
status to women, both temporarily through polygamy, and eternally as sexual servants (called celestial brides in 
Mormonism and perpetual servant virgins in Islam.) 

 
In both Mormonism and Islam, the Jesus they proclaim is not the Lord Jesus Christ of the Bible.  The Qur'an 
presents a Jesus (Isa) who declares his humanity in the cradle (Surah 5), denies His divinity (Surah 19), and 
prophesies the coming of Muhammad (Surah 61).  All cults attempt to either correct Christianity or replace 
Christianity, and all cults view themselves as the sole voice for God on the Earth.  Islam does this as well." 
 

Those today who wish to combine Christianity with Islam to form the abomination called Chrislam need to repent of 
attempting to establish yet another cult among the many thousands that already exist in the world today.  There is no 
substitute for the pure truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ, just as there are no legitimate additions to be made to the 
Word of God or to Jesus Christ Himself, the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  If we, as Christians, read our Bibles and do not 
stand for anything less than the preaching of sound doctrine and the whole counsel of God, then many more will come to 
know the true Jesus Christ as personal Savior.  As 1 John 5:20 says:  "This is the true God and eternal life."   

 

Today, If your will trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, by faith, as your personal Savior, He will forgive your sins 
and save you forever.  Do not delay! The time is short!  In prayer, realize and acknowledge to God that you 
are a sinner and are lost.  Tell God that you believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that you believe He 
died on the cross for your sins, was buried, and rose again from the dead.  Tell God that you now repent of 
your sins and trust in Jesus Christ as your personal Savior.  Ask Jesus to come into your life and save you 
forever.  Thank Jesus for dying for you and saving you and promise Him that you will live for Him, studying 
His Word and fellowshipping with Him and with other believers through a Bible teaching Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prophecy in Perspective, Copyright, vol. no. 14 - November 18, 2011 
 

(Note:  If you would like to interact with Dr. Downing concerning this newsletter, views, etc. you can "blog" with him at 
prophecyinperspective.com.  If you would like to subscribe to this newsletter at no charge, please send your email address to: 
sgdowning@bellsouth.net.   Also, you can purchase his latest book, "Good News From a Far Country", a study in the book of Daniel 
[$15] by contacting him.)   


