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Our Times - Prophecy in current events 

Israel will take a Stand in the Latter Days 

Isaiah predicted that the Syrian city of Damascus will be destroyed.  It is one of the oldest cities in the world.  
Damascus was in existence when Isaiah made his prediction of its destruction.  It has never been destroyed.  
Therefore, Isaiah's prophecy of the destruction of the city of Damascus is still future.  But the time of the 
fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy may be sooner than we think!   

From The Hal Lindsey Report for October 17, we learn that:   "Last week Syrian president Bashar Al-Assad 
issued a warning to NATO and Turkey, "If Syria came under attack by either power it would respond by 
unleashing a massive missile attack against the Israeli coastal metropolis of Tel-Aviv."  It wasn't a new threat.  
Assad had been holding Tel-Aviv hostage against western interference for at least the last three months.   

On August the 9th Assad apparently told the Turkish foreign minister Ahmet Davutoglu that in the event that 
either turkey or NATO interfered in Syria's domestic affairs, "it would take only six hours for Syria to devastate 
Tel-Aviv and ignite the Middle East."  Western intelligence agencies believe that Assad, working with 
Hezbollah and Hamas has planned a coordinated, simultaneous launch of thousands of missiles which would 
flatten the city (of Tel-Aviv) of 1.2 million within minutes.   

The Israeli based intelligence web-site, Debkafile says:  Israel has responded to the threat 
by sending Assad a message of its own.  According to the Debkafile report, the message 
was this:  "If a single missile explodes in Tel-Aviv, Damascus will be the first to pay the price.  
And if the missile offensive persists, one Syrian city after another will be destroyed.  This is 
the exact scenario that is predicted in Isaiah 17."(See, The Hal Lindsey Report for October 
17, as well as other informative reports from a prophetic perspective.)  

Qaddafi Killed! Now What? 

Libyan dictator, Muammar Qaddafi, was killed on Thursday.  He was killed in a violent tribal 
fashion, the same way he came to and maintained power.  Jesus said:  "...those who take 
up the sword shall perish by the sword" (Matthew 26:52, NASB).  The Scripture further 
warns "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap" (Galatians 6:7).  Qaddafi terrorized his people for over 40 years.  We can see 
that he has indeed reaped the same violence that he has sown.   Yet we should be careful about celebrating.  I 
am concerned that the inequities exhibited by the Obama administration between pleading for the democratic 
rights of the Libyans and practically ignoring the cries of the people of Iran are glaring.   
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Iran's dictator, Ahmadinejad, has pledged the annihilation of Israel and it is common knowledge that Iran is 
doing all it can to foment dissent and government overthrow in the Middle East.   When the people of Iran 
rose up two years ago, we did not seem to hear the same sympathetic rhetoric from our President in support 
of their efforts for democracy in Iran as we have heard for the countries surrounding, Israel.   Iran is Israel's 
greatest threat at this time.  As well, Iran is the greatest threat to world peace.   

Brian Kennedy, of the Claremont Institute, has stated that the Iranians are presently producing and test firing 
missiles from ships in the Caspian Sea.  These missiles are being launched into the upper atmosphere.  Ship 
launched missiles off of the coast of the United States could reach the upper atmosphere over a major city.  If 
one were to detonate a nuclear device high over Chicago then the electronic pulse this would produce could 
knock out the electrical grid of the entire United States.  Brian Kennedy has stated that there are about 25,000 
ships on the world's oceans on any given day. (www.claremont.org)  

This is why a strong and uncompromising stand in support of Israel that is backed by both words and action is 
the best defense against Iran and any country threatening stability and peace in that region.  The growing 
unrest in the countries surrounding Israel and now the new political situation in Libya require careful 
diplomatic scrutinizing and action.  We can be sure Iran will be working behind the scenes to influence the 
development of the new Libyan government.   

As well, there are known to be some 30,000 shoulder fired missile launchers from the U.S. in Libya, some of 
which are now reported to be in the possession of terrorist forces in Gaza.  These are capable of bringing 
down airliners as well as military helicopters and aircraft.  Psalm 83 predicts that the nations surrounding 
Israel in the latter days will threaten the existence of the Jews to such an extent that Israel will be forced to 
retaliate to defend themselves.  These nations will be destroyed with God's help, and, when compared with 
Ezekiel 38-39 and Isaiah 17 depict the total destruction of the nations threatening Israel, perhaps through 
Israel's use of nuclear weapons against them.   Pray for President Obama and his administration to have 
wisdom to take a strong and unqualified stand FOR Israel.  That is the best insurance for peace and stability in 
the region.  And it will be a blessing to all nations who love Israel, especially the United States. In reality, 
however, the Bible already predicts devastating wars in the Middle East which I believe will be augmented 
through a compromising stand on the part of the U.S. toward the defense of Israel.  Israel will be left with no 
alternative other than to defend herself!  

 

Upward Call - How to walk in view of Prophecy  

What is a cult? 

Every believer should be aware of the infiltrative efforts of cults.  Many cults use different methods to 
penetrate the mainstream culture and even mainstream Christianity.  Some, like Mormonism, are quite subtle, 
but very effective in accomplishing this.  Growing numbers of Christian leaders and organizations are 
becoming more open to the idea of regarding Mormonism as a legitimate branch of the Christian faith.  Many 
have appeared on the political scene through the years.  First let's ask, what is a cult?   And then let's evaluate 
the cult of Mormonism from the standpoint of the biblical faith and the recent rise of Mormon political 
leaders and candidates. 

The Popular Encyclopedia of Apologetics states concerning cults:  "Theologically speaking, a cult is a religious 
group that derives from a parent religion (such as Christianity), but in fact departs from that parent religion by 
denying (explicitly or implicitly) one or more of the essential doctrines of that religion.  So, for example, the 
Jehovah's Witnesses and Mormons are cults in the sense that they both derive from the parent religion of 
Christianity, but each of them denies one or more of the essential doctrines of historic Christianity.  For 



example, the Jehovah's Witnesses deny the doctrine of the Trinity and argue that Jesus is not eternal deity.  
The Mormons also deny the eternal deity of Jesus and argue that human beings can one day become gods.  
Obviously such beliefs separate these groups from mainstream historic Christianity." (The Popular 
Encyclopedia of Apologetics, p. 37) 

 

The Church Today - Doctrine and Prophecy Today 

 
As Bible believing Christians who wish to faithfully adhere to biblical Christianity, we should generally define 
cults as organized groups that have departed from biblical and historic Christianity, by:   

1.  ...having at least one key founder who claims a special place as one who re-discovered the true Christian 
faith, which, it is asserted, was lost until his arrival.  

 2.  ...either re-defines or denies the Trinity and salvation by grace through faith by adding works;  

 3.  ...always have an additional book of writings of special "revelation" which are viewed as having equal 
authority along with the Bible. 

As for the Mormon religion specifically, it is important to note that they teach a doctrine called "eternal 
progression" which asserts that man can become a god.  A Mormon leader, Lorenso Snow, stated this 
perverted doctrine in an easy to remember slogan:   "As man is, God once was, as God is, man may become." 

Cults are always seeking to "put their best foot forward" so that the general public will view them as just 
another Christian denomination.   However, a legitimate denomination will generally agree in their core 
beliefs with Biblical, historic, and orthodox Christian doctrine.  All cults have certain truths that they will NOT 
teach.  Let's look at ten of these. 

Ten Truths Cults Despise: 

A cult will deny core, biblical, historic, and orthodox Christian doctrines.  These core, biblical, and historic 
Christian doctrines are:  

1.  The final authority and sufficiency of Scripture as found in the 66 books of the Bible.  
2.  The doctrine of the Trinity as three distinct co-equal and co-eternal persons Who are One in essence 
as God.   
3.  The doctrine of the eternity, deity, and humanity of Jesus Christ.  
4.  The sufficiency of Jesus Christ as Savior, Who atoned for the sins of the world through His death 
upon the cross.   
5.  The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ.   
6.  The falleness and sinfulness of man who is created in the image of God.   
7.  Salvation as only coming through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone.   
8.  The continued and unbroken existence of the true Church on earth since the day of Pentecost until 
now.   
9.  The existence of a literal Heaven and literal Hell.   
10. The personal and visible Second Coming of Jesus Christ to establish His Kingdom and to judge the 
wicked. 

 
Prophetically, we are to expect the rise of many cults in the latter days.  Some of these will claim to be part of 
the true, biblical Christian church.  Jesus predicted that "many will come in My name, saying 'I am the Christ,' 



and will deceive many...," and again in the same chapter "...then many false prophets will rise up and 
deceive many" (Matthew 24:5 & 11).  Cults today are certainly deceiving people by the millions. 

 

Mormons must be classified as among those false prophets that we expect 
to see in the latter days.  Knowing this, it is truly beyond me why anyone 
would view them as Christians.  Yes, Mormons can be moral people, but so 
can Muslims and Hindus.  For that matter, there are atheists who seem to 
live morally upright lives.  Yet atheists, Muslims and Hindus are not saved.  
And they are not Christians in the Biblical sense of the word, which is the 
only sense that makes sense!  They can be saved through faith in Christ.  Yet, 
if they get saved then they would cease to be atheists, Muslims and Hindus, 
and would then be Christians.  In the same way, any Mormon can get saved 
by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ who shed His blood for them upon the cross.  
But the moment a Mormon would get saved is the same moment he or she 
would cease to be a Mormon!  By the way, Mormons claim to believe in the 
atonement of Jesus Christ, but this is not the real Jesus of the Bible, but the 
Jesus of Mormonism who is viewed to be the brother of Lucifer.  Further, 
the atonement they claim to believe in was supposedly procured in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, and not upon the cross of Calvary. 

When pastor Robert Jeffress of the First Baptist Church of Dallas stated publically that Mormonism is a cult, he 
was absolutely correct!  But he was not politically correct!  Prophecy in Perspective highly commends Dr. 
Jeffress for his boldness and honesty in what he stated.  If only all Christians were as bold and honest, then the 
thousands of cults that exist in America today would not find such fertile soil for growth. (For more insight on 
cults, please read The Kingdom of the Cults, by Walter Martin, Bethany House Publishers.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(Prophecy in Perspective, Copyright, vol. no. 12 - October 21, 2011) 
 

(Note:  If you would like to interact with Dr. Downing concerning this newsletter, views, etc. you can "blog" with him at 
prophecyinperspective.com.  Also, you can purchase his latest book, "Good News From a Far Country", a study in the book of Daniel 
[$15] by contacting him.) 

"Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and 

thou be found a liar."   Proverbs 30:6 

http://www.corbisimages.com/stock-photo/royalty-free/CB064047/glasses-on-open-bible

