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Our Times - Prophecy in current events 

 

IMPORTANT NEWS IN THESE LATTER DAYS! 
 
POSSIBLE COVER UP BY THE OBAMA ADMINISTRATION ON THE ATTACKS IN BENGHAZI, LIBYA 

 
There is growing concern that the White House may have deliberately misled the public about the motive for the recent 
attacks on the American Consulate in Benghazi, Libya which resulted in the deaths of Ambassador Christopher Stevens 
and three others who were trying to protect the ambassador.  Reports have come out that there have been determined 
efforts by the White House and the State Department to reduce the security presence in Benghazi for the past months, 
and that requests for increased security was known to them as threats and attacks were on the increase.  Of course, the 
facts have yet to be fully revealed. But, if it is true that the Obama Administration was unwilling to acknowledge security 
threats in that region, it would seem to be consistent with the President's equal resistance to acknowledge and take 
effective action to protect Israel from the Iranian threats to destroy the Jewish nation.  President Obama certainly has 
been unswerving in his playing down the reality of the threat of terrorism against American interests in the Middle-East, 
often by simply removing the word "terrorism" from his diplomatic language.  There is no doubt that the most effective 
US policy for the promotion of peace in the Middle-East is a full and unqualified support of a strong and democratic 
Israel.  Mr. Obama's refusal to meet recently with Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, certainly indicates a 
diplomatic distancing between our countries that will only tend to embolden Israel's enemies.  We will watch with 
interest as House committee hearings are held today and in the days to come to see what will develop.  God is certainly 
calling America to wake up!  But, will we? 

 
MASSIVE AIRLIFT OF SPECIAL FORCES FROM IRAN TO SYRIA 
 
President Assad's army is now being strengthened by massive numbers of the special Al Qods troops from Iran.  
DEBKAfile  reports that there has been a massive air lift of troops from Iran to Syria for some time now.  This will make 
Syria an even more formidable enemy to Israel than ever before, let alone the rebels who have been fighting for the 
overthrow of the Assad regime in Syria where now the death toll stands at over 31,000. 
 
Israel is also amassing a military presence at their northern border.  The prophecy of Isaiah of the coming destruction of 
the ancient Syrian capital city of Damascus comes ever closer to fulfillment today.  Interestingly, Ezekiel 38-39, which 
predicts a Russian-led attack on Israel in the latter days does not mention this key enemy, Syria, as one of the "axis of 
evil" powers that will ally with Russia for that purpose.  This must mean that Syria will have already been destroyed 
sometime prior to Russia's attack on Israel along  with its Muslim-coalition allies.  Syria, with the help of Iran is certainly 
now stirring up a fight with Israel.    Iran is no doubt seeking to position itself to be a threat to Israel with the goal in 
mind of destroying God's little nation.  Of course, they will fail.  It is very likely that Israel will be left with no alternative 
than to strike Syria militarily, with a primary focus on Damascus, with massive and decisive force. If Israel senses a great 
enough threat, it is not beyond possibility that they could use small tactical nuclear weapons.  This kind of attack would 
certainly explain the sudden, overnight destruction of the city as described in Isaiah 17:1: 



" The burden of Damascus.  Behold, Damascus is taken away from being a city, and it shall be a ruinous heap." 
 
After Israel's destruction of Damascus, the enemies of the little Jewish state will probably back off from their threats in 
shock and awe of Israel's willingness and ability (through God) to destroy their enemies with decisive force.  The land will 
then likely dwell for a time in peace.   
 
Ezekiel 38:8-12 describes how Russia and, as the previous verses show, her Islamic allies, will sweep into the land 
occupied by the newly regathered Jews who will dwell "safely" in "unwalled villages."  They will attack in order "to take 
spoil."  This "spoil" indicates that there will be, by the time of this attack, a great deal of wealth in Israel.  Interestingly, 
Israel today is discovering one treasure trove after another of oil and natural gas reserves.  For instance, Israel is known 
to possess the second largest deposit of shale oil in the world, second only to the United States.  Israel's voluminous 
petroleum discoveries are making their Islamic and Russian enemies green with envy and burning with rage. 
 
Further, over the years, Israel has developed amazing food production capabilities as well as cutting edge scientific and 
military technology that is the envy of the world.  There is much to gain for jealous enemies to move in on Israel.   And it 
would be to their great advantage to keep as much of the land intact as possible; which makes me believe Russia will not 
easily tolerate Iran attempting to "nuke" Israel as they are bragging that they will do.  Still, Israel, and the United States 
need to take the threat very seriously. 
 
AL QODS MILITARY LEADERS JOIN WITH HEZBOLLAH IN SYRIA AND LEBANON  
 
Already on Sept. 16, the Revolutionary Guards Chief, Gen. Ali Jafari, announced publicly that Al Qods (Iranian special 
forces) Brigades personnel had been airlifted not only into Syria but also Lebanon.  Chemical weapons are believed to 
have already reached Hezbollah, who are being trained by Al Qods forces, or may be on their way there unbeknownst to 
US intelligence. 
 
Both Netanyahu and Defense Minister, Ehud Barak, have repeatedly stated that the transfer of chemical weapons to 
Hezbollah would necessitate Israeli military action.  The IDF’s large-scale military call-up and firing exercise on the Golan 
of Sept. 19 failed to deter the Iranian military buildup opposite Israeli northern borders in Syria and Lebanon. The Iranian 
airlift continues and US intelligence has not denied that some Al Qods arrivals may now be armed with chemical 
weapons. 
 
This non-denial tied in closely with the words heard that day from US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton:  “Iran has left no 
doubt that it will do whatever it takes to protect the government of Syrian President Bashar Assad, Tehran’s staunch 
ally,” she said.  Syrian chemical weapons movements out of storage, the presence of crack Iranian fighting units on 
Israel’s borders and Tehran’s determination to keep Assad in power “whatever it takes” hung in menacing silence over 
Netanyahu’s powerful cartoon presentation of the Iranian nuclear peril. 
 
The Iranian threat to Israel is therefore far from static; it is gaining substance and menace, keeping two IDF divisions on 
call in northern Israel after the exercise was over.  Netanyahu’s red line for preventing Iran achieving a 240-kilo enriched 
uranium stockpile does not cover an Iranian preemptive attack on the Jewish state before then – as threatened explicitly 
by the Iranian missiles Corps chief, Brig. Gen. Amir Ali Hajizade, on Sept. 24. 
 
Neither had Israeli officials anything to say about the Hamas leaders’ trips to Beirut and Tehran this month to sign 
military accords with the Revolutionary Guards and Hezbollah pledging the Palestinian extremists’ participation in an 
attack on Israel. The red line on the cartoon bomb which Netanyahu held up so effectively at the UN Thursday covered 
only one segment of the peril Tehran poses for the Jewish state. A more immediate danger lurks in the north. 
 
FROM DEBKAfile:  "SABOTAGE OF IRAN'S FORDO FACILITY DELAYS NUCLEAR DEADLINE" 
 
The Fordo facility sabotage enabled Netanyahu to move Iran's red line to spring 2013 according to DEBKAfile Exclusive 
Report September 29, 2012, 9:24 AM (GMT+02:00).  The sabotage of the Fordo uranium enrichment facility’s power 
lines on Aug. 17, gave Israel Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, the extra leeway to move his original red line for Iran 



from late September 2012 – now – to the spring or early summer of 2013, DEBKAfile reports.  But Tehran hit back fast 
with two aggressive actions on Israel’s doorstep:  an Al Qods military buildup in Syria and Lebanon, and Assad’s 
withdrawal of chemical weapons from storage and likely transfer to incoming Iranian units.  
 
Proverbs 22:22 & 24 on Israel's ability to sabotage the Fordo plant by simply cutting off the power: 
 

"A wise man scaleth the city of the mighty, and casteth down the strength of the confidence thereof." 
"Proud and haughty scorner is his name, who dealeth in proud wrath." 
 

We should never forget that those people or nations that mock at God by hating the Jew or Israel will be destroyed by 
God.  It may seem that they will go on for a time, but they will be destroyed according to God's Word. 
 
SYRIA AND TURKEY FIRE ON ONE ANOTHER 
 
From USA Today.  4:59PM EST October 3, 2012 - BEIRUT (AP) — Turkish artillery fired on Syrian targets Wednesday after 
shelling from Syria struck a border village in Turkey, killing five civilians, sharply escalating tensions between the two 
neighbors and prompting NATO to convene an emergency meeting.  "Our armed forces at the border region responded 
to this atrocious attack with artillery fire on points in Syria that were detected with radar, in line with the rules of 
engagement," the Turkish government said in a statement from the prime minister's office.   
 
We will watch with great interest as to how these troubling trends of wars and rumors of wars will continue. 
 
SYRIA AND TURKEY, it is feared, could break out into a regional war.  The news is not surprising that the Syrians have 
fired over the Turkish border into a small Turkish town, a house where five or six people were, including a small child, 
and killed them.  Satan is hard at work to stir conflict with one of the few Muslim allies with Israel.  The concern is that 
the Syrian civil war may open up into a regional conflict, even drawing in other Islamic countries into the fight.  The 
Turks are among the nations listed in Ezekiel 38-39. Remember that Syria is not listed among those nations.  Again, 
Turkey has been more or less an ally with Israel.  Turkey would be a formidable foe against Syria if conflict escalates 
between them.  But because of continuous pressure and common aspirations with Russia for the weakening and 
destruction of the state of Israel, Turkey will eventually be persuaded in the future to attack Israel.  Remember that , 
according to Ezekiel 38, the nation of Turkey, which is the nation Togarmah mentioned in verse 6 as one of the anti-
Semitic, Islamic nations which will attack Israel in the battle of Gog and Magog (See Prophecy in Perspective, Vol 35). 
 
 THE MUSLIM NATIONS WILL ONE DAY SURRENDER TO WORSHIP THE LORD 
 
Isaiah 19:16-25 shows us that Egypt will come to faith in Jesus Christ and in God the Father, as well, no doubt, they will 
believe in the Holy Spirit.  All these Muslim nations through individual conversions to Jesus Christ during the Great 
Tribulation period, will worship the Lord.  Isaiah says:  "And the Lord shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall 
know the Lord in that day, and shall do sacrifice and oblation; yea, they shall vow a vow unto the Lord, and perform 
it" (Isaiah 20:21). 
 
Imagine the coming day of the Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ on earth.  There will no longer be any deceiving spirits to 
mislead people into believing in false gods.  There will be no wars, no diseases, no run-away crime, no more terrorism, 
no more abortion, people will live and worship the Lord in His temple in Jerusalem for centuries.  And the Lord will reign 
on earth for a thousand years.  There will be the physical presence of the Lord and His Bride, the glorified Church, ruling 
and reigning with Him on the earth.  Redeemed Israel will be a nation truly dwelling in peace.  And every Jew who has 
ever believed in the Lord and who have been saved by faith will dwell peacefully in the land.  This is good news for the 
future from the Word of God.  It will be possible because of the Good News from the past, from Calvary, that Jesus 
Christ has died on the cross for us and has risen again.  This is why we can rejoice today knowing that all will be well for 
the future because Jesus is coming again! 
 
 
 



A BRIEF LOOK AT THE ROAD TO BABEL THROUGH MARXIST/SOCIALISM 
 
Yet, today, many nations want Israel's destruction.  Islam, though not all Muslims, distain the Jew and the nation of 
Israel.  They pray to their god and they organize their governments, as is the case with the Muslim Brotherhood, around 
the idea of a world free from the existence of the Jew.  Atheism, the idea that there is no God; Humanism, the idea that 
man is the only solution to the world's problems, and that the universe is all there is; Marxism, the idea that the owners 
of property (capitalists) are cheating the vast majority (proletariat) who are enslaved to them, need to be overthrown 
and their wealth redistributed to the masses.  Marxists view the government (the state) as god and the savior of the 
oppressed masses.  Socialist/Marxist leaders and governments view themselves as the world's only hope.  All those who 
stand opposed must be subjugated by weakening them militarily, morally, spiritually and economically.  Does this sound 
familiar?  This is exactly what is being done to America today by our present liberal leadership.  This is a part of the 
growing global church and one world government that Satan is seeking to form.  God predicted this would happen and 
He also predicted that it would be destroyed! (Read Genesis 11:1-9; Revelation 17 &18). 
 
Marxism and Atheism always go together.  They hate organized religion except that which will help them to advance 
their agenda by propaganda, through the liberal/leftist media, or by force, through corrupt government regulations, law-
suits and threats.  Hence the allying that Marxists have historically developed between themselves and Radical Islam.  
Why would they work together?   Both of them have a common theme:  FORWARD!  That is: FORWARD TO CONQUEST!  
The goal is the conquest of the human soul, human freedom, conquest of Israel, Christianity, and of God.   In Revelation 
6:2 we see the Antichrist coming onto the world scene riding a "white horse."  He is riding out through deception:  "and 
he went forth conquering, and to conquer."  He will be a false Christ.  People will view him as a savior, but they will be 
deceived.  The Bible says, "For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work" (2 Thessalonians 2:7).  We are even now 
witnessing false Christs in the world, seeking to advance and prepare for the agenda of the coming Antichrist. 
 
Thus, the prophetic scenario has been laid out in the Bible, giving us clear instruction and direction for these days.  The 
key is to watch what happens with Israel.  Many are rising up promoting Israel's destruction, but God will protect and 
preserve His covenant people.  In Isaiah 49:22-23 we see that God will bring all nations together to recognize Israel as 
God's people, but only after He destroys His enemies: 

"Thus says the Lord GOD:  “Behold, I will lift My hand in an oath to the nations, And set up My standard for 
the peoples; They shall bring your sons in their arms, And your daughters shall be carried on their shoulders; 
Kings shall be your foster fathers, And their queens your nursing mothers; They shall bow down to you with 
their faces to the earth, And lick up the dust of your feet.  Then you will know that I am the LORD, For they shall 
not be ashamed who wait for Me.” 

 

The Church Today - Doctrine and Prophecy Today 

 

THE VITAL DOCTRINE OF THE PRE-TRIBULATIONAL RAPTURE 
 
The rapture must occur before the Great Tribulation, or Daniel's 70th Week! 
 

"For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:  and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort one another with these words" (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18). 

 
The Bible tells us clearly that the Lord will come in two phases: 

 First, He will come for His Church, here the Church will go up to meet the Lord in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:16-
18). 

 Second, at least seven years later, He will come with His Church, here the Church will come down with the Lord 
to earth  (Revelation 19:11-16). 

 



Here are some important reasons why the rapture MUST be before the Great Tribulation: 
 
1.  The Antichrist cannot be revealed to the world until the beginning of the 70th week of Daniel, and he cannot be 
      revealed until the Holy Spirit, the Restrainer, is taken out of the way (Daniel 9:24; 2 Thessalonians 2:3-7). 
 
2.  The Rapture is the "Blessed Hope" (Titus 2:13) for Christians.    The Bride of Christ is not looking for the Antichrist,  
      but for her Groom, the Lord Jesus Christ, to return for her.  We are assured by the Scripture that the Church will not 
      enter into the time of wrath, but will be taken out of the world prior to the Tribulation period.  Here are some 
      Scriptures to support this: 
 

"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:  and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him" (John 3:36). 
 
"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold 
the truth in unrighteousness" (Romans 1:18). 
 
"Let no man deceive you with vain words:  for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the 
children of disobedience" (Ephesians 5:6). 
 
"Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him" (Romans 5:9). 
 
"And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the 
wrath to come" (1 Thessalonians 1:10). 
 
"For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thessalonians 
5:9). 

 
3.  The day of God's wrath on the earth is not for the Church whose sins have already been paid at the cross.  Thus  
      wrath will be God's anger that will be poured out during the entire seven year Great Tribulation period.  God's wrath  
      will break out in the early days of that time of judgment, but will rapidly grow in intensity until the return of the Lord 
      Jesus to earth.  
 
Do not get the Great Tribulation confused with that described John 16:33 which reads: "...In the world ye shall have 
tribulation.." This is in reference to the trials and tribulations that this world brings upon believers in Christ today. We 
certainly have our sufferings here - some more than others.  But this is not the same as the Great Tribulation where God 
pours out His wrath... That time will be unparalleled by any other! 
 

"For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever 
shall be" (Matthew 24:21). 
 
"Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her 
light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken" (Matthew 24:29). 
 
"And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb:  For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?" 
(Revelation 6:16-17). 
 
"And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, 
and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy 
name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth" (Revelation 11:18). 

 
 



4.  At the rapture, there will be a sudden, massive and a seemingly inexplicable removal of a particular group of people 
from the earth both living and taken out from the dead through resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:51-52).  This may occur in 
the very near future.  It certainly could happen at any moment.  These are people who are viewed by God the Father as 
being one Body of the Lord Jesus Christ, otherwise revealed in the Bible as the Bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:32, with 
context; Revelation 19:7-9).  Of all of these people, not one of them will be Muslim, for they will be born again members 
of the Church, and will have come out of Islam.  Again, none of them will be Hindu, as they will be saved from their sins 
by faith in Jesus Christ as their Savior and will have separated from Hinduism.  And, still again, none of these will be 
Buddhists, or will be practicing any other form of false religion, as they will have been redeemed by the Lamb of God 
and will be born-again Christians who have "come out from among them" unto Jesus Christ (see 2 Corinthians 6:14-18).   
 
Interestingly, this event will both be noticed but also not noticed at the same time.  There will be those who notice it 
because of some key person in their life suddenly missing, or because of thousands of open and empty graves, or by the 
sudden disappearance of many key people in the midst of their daily duties, but initially, people will not understand it.  
Even among so-called evangelical Christianity, most do not know about the Bible doctrine of the rapture of the Church.  
The mentality and spirit of these days is that all things are going to go on indefinitely.    We are seeing this attitude in the 
Emerging Church of today that has largely lost its separation from the world and watchfulness for the Lord's coming.  
They are living in this world and for this world.  This is the attitude that is expressed as a warning in 2 Peter 3. 
 
There is a uniformitarian attitude today even in the Emerging Church and among many preachers.  Their people are not 
being made aware of the nature of this present dispensation, let alone the nature and purpose of the past 
dispensations.  To ignore the past is truly to be vulnerable to the ploys of our spiritual enemy in this present time and in 
the future.  The spirit of today is that all things have continued since the beginning of time, and they will go on forever 
like this.  Today there is a willful ignorance of how God, back in old times actually intervened in world history by sending 
the flood, and also being ignorant of the prophecies that warn that as it was in the day of Noah so will the coming of the 
Son of Man be...  (see 2 Peter 3 and Matthew 24).  These are important, life changing, and soul saving lessons for us and 
for our children today.  The fact of the prophesied return of Jesus Christ to rapture the Church to heaven is foretold in 
the Word in the clearest terms.  It is perilous to ignore these warnings and promises.   
 
The Bible predicts that in the "last days perilous times will come" (2 Timothy 3:1).  Part of the "peril" of these "times" 
will be the result of the wide spread ignorance of the teaching of Bible prophecy.  Lacking clear Bible teaching, 
thousands will be vulnerable to false teachers, political hucksters, and ruthless and corrupt leaders.   
 
Today, I have seen how some preachers are actually berating their people for desiring to go deeper in their study of the 
Word.  I believe there is a fear among them that if people want to know more of the Word, they may get less dependent 
on them as preachers.  This is a very dangerous thing to them because the Bible predicts that in the latter days they will 
have an inflated view of themselves, (2 Tim. 3:1f) and a low view of their flock.  Many of the popular preachers of today 
are becoming known for being rude, abrupt, and worldly in their lifestyle and talk.  Others follow the opposite extreme 
of passively ignoring the reality of sin and of sound doctrine.  They see themselves as being on the cutting edge of an 
Emerging Church.  But they are actually on the cutting edge of what the devil is doing in preparing the world for the 
coming of the Antichrist. 
 
The latter days will be characterized by both subtle and extreme treachery toward the Lord and the truth.  Demonic 
powers will be able to delude people and hold them in a tight grip of deception more than at any time previously. 
 
 

Upward Call - How to walk in view of Prophecy 

 

THE DANGER OF SPIRITUAL AND DOCTRINAL DRIFTING 
 
In these latter days, every Christian needs to be aware of the growing tendency and temptation to drift.  When we are in 
a boat on the ocean, drifting can happen when there are currents.  For the most part, currents in the water are not 
noticed except as we notice their effect on our boat, and with reference to a stationary object on the shore.  The captain 
of a boat therefore needs to be constantly aware of how much off course these currents can cause a boat to go.  



Further, these currents do not have to be strong.  The worst type of drifting of a boat, a ship, a believer spiritually, a 
church or a denomination can be from gentle and subtle currents that are imperceptible except to the most sensitive, 
discernment or instruments.  
 
Believers who have lost their simplicity, or spiritual discernment in Christ is well described in 2 Corinthians 11:1-4, where 
Paul warns the church: 
 

"Oh, that you would bear with me in a little folly—and indeed you do bear with me. For I am jealous for you 
with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to 
Christ.  But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted 
from the simplicity that is in Christ.  For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, 
or if you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not 
accepted—you may well put up with it!" 

 
Here Paul states that they were too easily persuaded by  those who would come in to deceive them.  The Corinthian 
church, like the Church in America today, has become so blinded by Satan through compromise and sin through 
worldliness and carnality that they were easily led astray by every new trend or teaching, almost no matter how occultic 
it might be. 
 
We need to be aware of the close relationship between the teaching of the End Times and spiritual warfare.  Paul warns 
of the conditions of the End Times during which there would be a revival  of demonic activity through sin among 
professing believers.  He encourages believers to be alert to the changes in satanic activity around them.  He wrote:  
"The night is far spent, the day is at hand.  Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor 
of light" (Romans 13:12).  Again, notice that the Apostle is speaking directly to the church at Corinth.  Paul predicted 
that demons would be active in spreading heresies in the Church in the latter days (1 Timothy 4:1).   
 
In Luke 12:35-40, Jesus tells us of the dangers and the likelihood of complacency during the time approaching the 
coming of the Lord: 
 

“Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; and you yourselves be like men who wait for their master, 
when he will return from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately.  

Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching.  Assuredly, I say to you that 
he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and serve them.  And if he should come in 
the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants.  But know this, 
that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not 
allowed his house to be broken into.  Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you 
do not expect.” 

 
Jesus goes on to describe a faithless servant who did not prepare himself for the appearing of his master.  This servant is 
shown to beat the other servants because he believed the master was delaying His coming.  He was evidently a false 
servant, or believer, and was consigned to destruction by the master when he came (see verses 41-48).   
 
The latter days will therefore be very dangerous times when real believers need to study and watch, and prepare for the 
coming of the Lord so that they will be found faithful at His appearing.  Perhaps this complacency of false, so called 
Christian servant will be influenced by the disappearance of millions of believers in Christ, as well as the trials of the 
rising of the Antichrist.  Many who call themselves Christians today, who, because they are not truly saved, will be left 
behind after the rapture will applaud the Antichrist, and they will receive a strong spiritual delusion  (2 Thessalonians 
2:10).  They will believe "the lie" that the dangerous "Bible-believers" have been removed by the Antichrist's power.  
They will be persuaded that this man of sin is the long awaited leader of the New Age, New World Order.  And, through 
the support of the global church of "Babylon" (see Genesis 11 and Revelation 17) he will grow in control of national 
governments, and form a global economy.  During this time of the Great Tribulation the pressure will be increased 
quickly into full and deadly persecution against those who will come to faith in Jesus Christ during the Tribulation 
through the preaching of the 144,000.  They will be studying and preaching through Bible prophecy and the book of 



Revelation as never before.  Tribulation Saints will not likely have much trouble with spiritual drifting as there will be a 
red hot persecution against them.  The Beast, and the global Church of Babylon will be hunting down Tribulation saints, 
Jews, and seeking to abolish and destroy every copy of the Word of God.  All believers during those bleak years will 
certainly be looking for the return of the Lord with His Church to the earth.  They will largely be condemned as anti-
peace, and even as a "hater."  And the Antichrist, for a time, will prevail against them (Daniel 7:21).  
 
This section in Luke gives us an insight into the spirit of the times surrounding the coming of the Lord to the earth.  
While the rapture will have occurred in secret, still, many will have figured out what had happened.  Those who do so 
will likely be among those who get saved and will be holdouts against taking the mark of the beast.  They will use the 
Bible to map and to approximate the time of the coming of the Lord.  The promises and prophecies of the Word of God 
will help them to hold out and will certainly prevent them from drifting spiritually. 
 
The cure for drifting is:  Daily and moment by moment resting in the Lord, as you watch for His return, especially in times 
of loss and suffering.  These times of trial help us to grow in our abiding relationship in Christ and our desire for His 
return.  Abiding in Christ and watching for His coming will bring stability to your soul, which consists largely of your 
personality, mind, and emotions.  Abiding in Christ and waiting for Him from heaven on a daily basis is an integral part of 
guarding against drifting spiritually.   
 
Another key way to prevent spiritual drifting is to spend significant time in personal Bible reading and Bible study.  If you 
read one chapter of the New Testament each day and three in the Old Testament, then you will read the entire Bible in 
one year.  A systematic Bible reading plan is essential in truly growing in the Lord.  A relationship with the Lord is 
impossible apart from the Word of God.  It is the key to answered prayer:  "If you abide in me and my word abides in 
you, ask whatever you will, and it will be done for you" (John 5:17.) 
 
"Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it" (Matthew 
11:14).  The way that you and I should walk each day in the situations that we face and decisions that we make will be 
directed by the Holy Spirit in that "narrow way" of Christ as He instructs and leads you and me through His Word.  We 
must not neglect the Word of God.  Devotionals can be helpful if they are sound in the faith, but nothing can replace a 
daily personal study and reading of the Word of God. 
 
People who are viewed as narrow in life today are not often favored by man, but they are with God, and their lives will 
be much more fulfilled and joyful, because they are filed with the Lord's Spirit and His strength and wisdom.  Being on 
the narrow path, does not necessarily mean that you have to live a life of constantly saying NO to doing the things that 
you would like to do, but it really means saying YES to God's abundant grace and perfect direction.  Further, you will 
walk in Gods approval, and thus in a clear conscience. Walking on the "narrow way" of Christ means to watch as you 
walk to see that you are daily still walking in His way:  "See that you walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 
redeeming the time because the days are evil" (Ephesians 5:15).   
 
In closing, remember, that you cannot walk in this "narrow way" of Jesus Christ on your own, but only through the 
indwelling life-giving power of the Holy Spirit of God living in and through you.  The wonderful fact of the cross, 
resurrection, ascension of Jesus Christ and the coming of His Holy Spirit to live in us has made the Christian life truly 
victorious.  And it will be by the power and encouragement of the Holy Spirit that you and I will be able daily to watch 
and wait for the soon coming of the Lord.  Live in His power moment by moment, beginning today! 
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