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Our Times - Prophecy in current events 
 

An Israeli Strike Against Iran Appears Imminent! 

Iran has been busy in their preparations to make good on their promise to destroy Israel.  This is much more than mere 
"saber rattling."  Two recent articles from the Jerusalem Post describe how Iran is preparing for their nuclear assault on 
God's covenant people, and also how Israel is preparing to pre-empt Iran's murderous plans. 
 
Yaakov Lappin's article, "Iran Expands Nuclear Capacity Underground" notes how Iran is expanding their uranium  
enrichment machines at an underground bunker in Fordow, Iran.  

Iran has installed many more uranium enrichment machines in an 
underground bunker, diplomatic sources said on Thursday, potentially 
paving the way for a significant expansion of work the West fears is 
ultimately aimed at making nuclear bombs. 

Several sources said Iran had put in place additional enrichment 
centrifuges in its Fordow facility, buried deep inside a mountain to 
protect it against any enemy strikes.  One source suggested it involved 
hundreds of machines. “Our basic understanding is that they were 
continuing to install,” a Vienna-based diplomat said, adding the new 
centrifuges were not yet operating. 

If confirmed in a report expected next week from the UN atomic watchdog, the development is likely to be seen 
as a sign of Iran’s continued defiance of international demands to curb its nuclear program, which Tehran says is 
entirely peaceful.  At Fordow, near the holy Shi’ite city of Qom, Iran is enriching uranium to a fissile 
concentration of 20 percent, activity which the West wants it to stop immediately as it brings it closer to the 
level required for nuclear weapons. 

In a possible sign of further Iranian defiance in the face of such pressure, several sources said Iran had put in 
place additional enrichment centrifuges in the Fordow facility, buried deep inside a mountain to protect it 
against enemy strikes.  One source suggested hundreds of machines had been installed. 

Jesus said:  "And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must 
come to pass, but the end is not yet" (Matthew 24:6).   Jesus clearly foretold how this present age will be marked by a 
special hatred toward Israel.  He predicted Israel's scattering beginning with the destruction of the temple in 70 A.D.  He 
also predicted the continual attempt by the Gentiles to "trodden down" Jerusalem "until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled."  This means there will be continual hatred toward Israel and the Jews until the coming of the Lord.  This hatred 
will only increase with the passing of time.  We are witnessing a satanically charged hatred by the cultic Shiite faction of 
Islam toward Israel in our day.  Ahmadinejad, Iran's leader, believes the coming Islamic Imam, the Mahdi, will arise 
through a war with Israel.  He is bent on hastening his arrival.  I have reported in previous issues on the strong possibility 
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that President Barak Obama is, not only a Muslim, but also a Shiite Muslim, following the lead of his father, who himself 
was a Shiite Muslim.  No wonder, then, that President Obama is very weak on his pronouncements against the Shiite led 
governments of Syria and Iran.  He says virtually nothing in support of the uprisings of the freedom seeking citizens of 
both Syria and Iran.    
 
As a nation, because of our weak stand on Israel's right to defend themselves against nuclear annihilation, America may 
well be seen by the Lord as complicit with Iran in their efforts to prepare for the destruction of Israel and for the arrival 
of the Antichrist.  Droughts, wildfires, the presence of the West-Nile Virus, rising immorality, and crushing economic 
dept, are much more are clear indications that America is in trouble with God.  Our lack of support for Israel is a key 
factor. 
 
Still, Israel is taking the necessary steps to plan military action against Iran.  This action will be quick and decisive.  Yet, it 
will not solve the deeper issues of Israel's hardness against the Lord.  The trials of the Great Tribulation will ensue, 
perhaps on the heels of Israel's attack on Iran.  Then, afterward Israel will be attacked by Russia and other Islamic 
enemies as predicted in Ezekiel 38-39.  It is likely then that the rapture of the Church is also soon to occur.  All of these 
indicators help us to take heart that God is unfolding His prophetic plan for the future of the world when Jesus will 
return to the earth and establish His thousand year kingdom.  Jesus said, especially to the believing Jews of the latter 
days, "Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near" 
(Luke 21:28). 
 
Michael Chossudovsky, of the Global Center for Research on Globalization, in an article entitled "Israel's War Plans to 
Attack Iran Before the US Elections," provides some sobering insights: 

Israel's Channel 10 suggests, in no uncertain terms, that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is "determined to 
attack Iran before the US elections" and that the "time for action is getting closer." "Israel is now closer than ever 
to a strike designed to thwart Iran’s nuclear drive."  
 
This timely report suggests that Netanyahu and Defense Minister Ehud Barak firmly believe that President 
Obama "would have no choice but to give backing for an Israeli attack" were it to be waged before the 
November presidential elections. 

The TV station’s military reporter Alon Ben-David, who earlier this year was given extensive access to the Israel 
Air Force as it trained for a possible attack, reported that, since upgraded sanctions against Iran have failed to 
force a suspension of the Iranian nuclear program in the past two months, “from the prime minister’s point of 
view, the time for action is getting ever closer.”  

Asked by the news anchor in the Hebrew-language TV report how close Israel now was to “a decision and 
perhaps an attack,” Ben-David said: “It appears that we are closer than ever.”  

He said it seemed that Netanyahu was not waiting for a much-discussed possible meeting with US President 
Barack Obama, after the UN General Assembly gathering in New York late next month — indeed, “it’s not clear 
that there’ll be a meeting.” In any case, said Ben-David, “I doubt Obama could say anything that would 
convince Netanyahu to delay a possible attack.”  

In an earlier report, Richard Silverstein provides details of a leaked military document (translated from the 
Hebrew) which outlines the nature of Netanyahu's proposed "shock and awe attack" on Iran:  

The Israeli attack will open with a coordinated strike, including an unprecedented cyber-attack which will 
totally paralyze the Iranian regime and its ability to know what is happening within its borders. The internet, 
telephones, radio and television, communications satellites, and fiber optic cables leading to and from critical 
installations—including underground missile bases at Khorramabad and Isfahan—will be taken out of action. The 
electrical grid throughout Iran will be paralyzed and transformer stations will absorb severe damage from 
carbon fiber munitions which are finer than a human hair, causing electrical short circuits whose repair requires 



their complete removal. This would be a Sisyphean task in light of cluster munitions which would be dropped, 
some time-delayed and some remote-activated through the use of a satellite signal.  

A barrage of tens of ballistic missiles would be launched from Israel toward Iran. 300km ballistic missiles would 
be launched from Israeli submarines in the vicinity of the Persian Gulf. The missiles would not be armed with 
unconventional warheads [WMD], but rather with high-explosive ordnance equipped with reinforced tips 
designed specially to penetrate hardened targets. 

The missiles will strike their targets—some exploding above ground like those striking the nuclear reactor at 
Arak–which is intended to produce plutonium and tritium—and the nearby heavy water production facility; the 
nuclear fuel production facilities at Isfahan and facilities for enriching uranium-hexafluoride. Others would 
explode under-ground, as at the Fordo facility. 

A barrage of hundreds of cruise missiles will pound command and control systems, research and development 
facilities, and the residences of senior personnel in the nuclear and missile development apparatus. Intelligence 
gathered over years will be utilized to completely decapitate Iran’s professional and command ranks in these 
fields. 

After the first wave of attacks, which will be timed to the second, the “Blue and White” radar satellite, whose 
systems enable us to perform an evaluation of the level of damage done to the various targets, will pass over 
Iran. Only after rapidly decrypting the satellite’s data, will the information be transferred directly to war planes 
making their way covertly toward Iran. These IAF planes will be armed with electronic warfare gear previously 
unknown to the wider public, not even revealed to our U.S. ally. This equipment will render Israeli aircraft 
invisible. Those Israeli war planes which participate in the attack will damage a short-list of targets which require 
further assault. 

Among the targets approved for attack—Shahab 3 and Sejil ballistic missile silos, storage tanks for chemical 
components of rocket fuel, industrial facilities for producing missile control systems, centrifuge production 
plants and more. 

Richard Silverstein underscores the fact that there is considerable opposition within Israel to the Netanyahu-
Barak plan to bomb Iran, which would be waged as a means to (allegedly) ensuring the "safety of Israel" against 
Iran.  
 
Will this Israeli opposition prevail were a decision to be taken by Netanyahu and his Defense Minister to carry 
out an attack plan?  

The Israeli media reports mentioned above convey the impression that Netanyahu and Defense Minister Ehud 
Barak are in a position to act independently of Washington as well as force Obama into supporting Israel's attack 
on Iran.  

According to Bible Prophecy, one day the Lord Himself, when He returns to the earth will fight for Israel:  "Then the 
LORD will go forth And fight against those nations, As He fights in the day of battle" (Zechariah 14:3). 

 

The Church Today - Doctrine and Prophecy Today 

The Great Tribulation:  For Israel and the Gentiles, not for the Church 

William Kelly, in his book, Lectures on the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, shows how it will be impossible for the 
true Church to go through the seven year tribulation period: 
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I demand of those...whether they can point out one word which supposes a Christian or the Church on the earth 
when the great tribulation arrives?  Have we not seen that the doctrine of Old and New Testament--of Jeremiah, 
of Daniel, of the Lord Jesus, and of the apostle John--is this, that, just before the Lord appears in glory, will come 
the last and unequalled trouble of Israel, though Jacob shall be delivered from it; that there will be ... "the great 
tribulation," out of which a multitude of Gentiles emerge; but (we must keep in mind) that both Jacob and the 
Gentiles are totally distinct from the Christians or the Church.  As regards the Christian, the positive promise of 
the Lord is, that such as have kept the word of His patience He will keep out of the hour of trial, which is about 
to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.  (Revelation 3:10) ( Things to 
Come, J. Dwight Pentecost, p.196) 

The Only Church That Will Be In The Great Tribulation Will Be The False Church 

Will there be church members who will go into the tribulation? Yes.  Many profess faith in Jesus Christ but have never 
actually received Him as their Savior.  They have not become convicted of their sins and have not become fully aware of 
the importance of actually turning to Jesus Christ as their Savior and receiving Him by faith in order to receive 
forgiveness of their sins.  To receive Jesus Christ as Savior is to receive forgiveness of sins and new and eternal life in 
Christ.  But many who have joined churches have never done this.  They will not be raptured because they are not a true 
part of the Bride of Christ, the Church.  When they are left after the rapture they will be a part of the false church which 
will be very active during the tribulation period along with the rest of the false religions in the world.  Many of these 
professing "Christians" are now doing what they will be doing in the tribulation, helping to advance the agenda of the 
Antichrist.  They now advance false theologies and unbiblical morality that will be a big part of the normal way of life in 
the seven year tribulation period.   

It is vital that we understand that the Lord will never subject His Bride to judgment as her sins have already been judged 
in Christ at the cross.  According to 1 John 4:17, we are confident that we will never come under judgment.  Through the 
death of Christ, the Church (each believer) has been perfected and delivered from all judgment (Rom. 8:1; John 5:24; 1 
John 4:17).  

Dwight Pentecost writes:   

While the members may be experimentally (in their daily experience) imperfect and need experimental (day by 
day) cleansing, yet the church, which is His body, has a perfect standing in Christ and could not need such 
cleansing.  The nature of the testing in the seventieth week, as stated in Revelation 3:10, is not to bring the 
individual to cleansing, but to reveal the degradation and need of the unregenerate heart.  The nature of the 
church prevents such a testing. 

"...If the church were in this period she would be subjected to Satan, and Christ would either lose His place as 
Head, or he, Himself, because of His union with the Church, would be likewise subjected to Satan's authority.  
Such a thing is unthinkable.  Thus it is concluded that the nature of the church and the completeness of her 
salvation prevent her from being in the seventieth week." (Things to Come, p. 200) 

While Israel is given signs to look for as indicating the coming of the Lord, the Church is instructed primarily to look for 
the Lord Himself.  While we will, and no doubt are seeing signs of the soon coming of the Lord today, it is important for 
the Bride of Christ to be focused on her Bride-groom, the Lord Himself and not upon the signs primarily, which can easily 
distract us away from our focus on the Lord and our witness of Him. 

Jesus confirms the certainty of what He is saying to us prophetically with the assurance about His unchanging word:    
"Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away" (Luke 21:33).  The Word of the Lord, of 
Scripture,  is our sure compass that gives us much needed direction in days like these.  Today, we should be paying 
attention to the events in Israel and the conditions of the scattered people, the Jews.  I remember that the birds tend to 
gather in great numbers in trees when they prepare to fly south for the winter.  They know when winter is near.  The 
church needs to gather together in consistent and truly spiritual worship that is based in truth as we prepare to "fly" up 
to heaven with our Lord as the earth's spiritual "winter" approaches.  This is the Lord's promise, He is coming back for us 
to take us with Him back to His Father's house which He is at this moment preparing for us!! 



  Upward Call - How to walk in view of Prophecy 

We Should be Watching and Ready 
 

Are you watching for Him?  Are you living for Him?  Are you ready?  Our Lord lovingly gave this warning to the Jews, but 
also, by application, to the Church: 

"But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, 
and that Day come on you unexpectedly, for it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole 
earth" (Luke 21:35). 

Revelation 3:10 shows us that the great tribulation, Daniel's 70th week, will be a time to try all those who "dwell on the 
earth."  So these verses refer to what will happen after the Church has been raptured to heaven.  Jesus is speaking of 
earth dwellers, "on the face of the whole earth."    

The Apostle Paul wrote,  "For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body (through the rapture, 1 Thessalonians 3:13-18) that it may be 
conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself" 
(Philippians 3:19-21).  Therefore, the tribulation's start must await the accomplishment of the Rapture Event (2 
Thessalonians 2:7).   

Jesus, in Luke 21:35,  is warning how the tendency of those times will be that hearts of people will be "weighed down,"  
with things pertaining to "the cares of this life."  Jesus characterizes the lives of those at that time as aimless, 
"carousing," and immoral, "drunkenness." The focus of people will be upon themselves.  Remember that there are now 
hundreds of false religions in the world, as predicted for the latter days, and people's religious zeal will be primarily to 
promote selfish desires and felt needs.   

The religious people of the latter days, and this goes for so called "atheists,"  will latch on to the best sounding promises 
that will help them the most to no longer have to be concerned with food, shelter, and security.  They will surrender 
their religious convictions, or adapt them to the new one world religion of the worship of the Beast (Revelation 13).  All 
this will result from a demonically inspired focus on self (1 Timothy 2:1f; 2 Timothy 3:1f).   

During the tribulation, they will worship and praise the Beast and his false prophet for giving them everything they need, 
or promising these things to them.  People will believe the New Age has arrived.  There will be the slogan, "peace and 
safety" (1 Thess. 5:1f).  The Antichrist will encourage them to sin against God and to "enjoy life to the fullest."  Abortion 
is always a sign of growing occultism in society and will be encouraged on the basis of freedom of personal choice 
outside the realm of biblical morality, as well as lifestyles that affirm same-sex relationships and marriage (Daniel 11:37, 
Luke 17:28-30, Romans 1:18-32).  This will be a time when God will "Give them up to vile passions" (Romans 1:26, 2 
Timothy 3:1-9).  We know that these things will mark the mighty power of God who will be about to suddenly intervene 
in world history.  The greater the presence and power of God, the greater the power and deceptions of Satan.  Satan is 
responsible for the religious confusion in the world and this confusion will only increase as the time of the Lord's coming 
draws near.  Today, then Abide in Christ, study His Word, pray, and worship in a fellowship where the Word of God is 
clearly taught.  Live holy for Christ in full trust and obedience.  Tell everyone to get ready:  Jesus is coming soon!  

"Surely I come quickly!" 
(Revelation 22:20) 

 
**Please note: There will NOT be a Newsletter sent out on September 8 but will resume on September 22, 2012. 
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