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Our Times - Prophecy in current events 

 

Headlines... 
Damascus destroyed!  Syria surrenders to Israel! 

 
We have been very disturbed by reports of mass killings in Syria carried out by the brutal dictator and Iranian ally, 

President Bashar al-Assad.  Estimates of over twenty thousand have been killed which have included the slaughter of 

entire families.  Syria, a strong enemy of Israel, is headquarter's to the Islamic terrorist organization, Hezbollah.  They, 

along with Iran have pledged to destroy Israel.  But Bible prophecy tells us that God will not allow that to happen!  God 

will destroy many of Israel's sworn enemies through a series of battles that may even begin before the rapture of the 

church.  All that is required for these battles to happen is for Israel to be back in their land in the latter days.  They are 

there now.  And the Bible indicates that they will only grow stronger, even as their enemies plot against them. 

The order of events concerning the destruction of Israel's enemies seems to be indicated as follows.  Long before the 

battle of Armageddon, and likely before the great tribulation begins, there will be a series of battles that will result in 

the destruction of Israel's enemies.  And, through a series of predicted events, these defeats of Israel's enemies will 

actually set-up Israel's potential to accept the deceptions of the Antichrist (See the last issue of Prophecy in Perspective).  

Psalm 83 indicates that Israel's enemies, the ancient nations surrounding present day Israel,  will conspire to attack and 

destroy God's tiny nation.  But there is 

one nation that is conspicuously 

absent from the listing of hostile 

nations given in Psalm 83, that of 

Syria.   Ezekiel 38-39 tells us of a battle 

that will follow the attack described in 

Psalm 83 which will be led by Russia 

and Iran against Israel, but, again, 

Syria is not mentioned. What 

happened to Syria?   Prophecy 

students believe that the obvious 

answer is that Syria will have been 

destroyed, probably by Israel, before 

these subsequent battles occur.   

Isaiah 17, and Jeremiah 49:23-27 both 

forecast doom upon Damascus, the 

capital city of Syria.  Their destruction 

will be sudden and complete.  The 



prophet Isaiah, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit:  "Behold, Damascus will cease from being a city, And it will be a 

ruinous heap"  (Isaiah 17:1).  Damascus is known to be the oldest city in the world.  It has never been destroyed.  But it 

will be!  Perhaps in the very near future.  While the United States does virtually nothing to stop Syria from the slaughter 

of its own citizens....God will intervene!  And He will probably use Israel to do it!  I believe, as many others do, that Israel 

will use a tactical nuclear weapon against Syria.  Isaiah predicts a sudden and complete destruction of Damascus:  "Then 

behold, at eventide, trouble! And before the morning, he is no more. This is the portion of those who plunder us 

(Israel), and the lot of those who rob us" (Isaiah 17:14).  Jeremiah prophesied concerning the future of Damascus, and 

thus of Syria:  "Damascus has grown feeble; She turns to flee, And fear has seized her.  Anguish and sorrows have 

taken her like a woman in labor...Therefore her young men shall fall in her streets, and all the men of war shall be cut 

off in that day, says the Lord of hosts.  I will kindle a fire in the wall of Damascus, and it shall consume the palaces of 

Ben-Hadad (that is, the power of the rulers of Syria will be destroyed) (Jeremiah 49:24,26-27).  Damascus, will perhaps 

be the head quarters of any planned attack on Israel.   

Syria and Iran seem to be expecting an attack from Israel or the United States.  We realize, however, that they have little 

to fear from the present Obama administration which seems to have selectively backed down from holding either Shiite 

controlled Iran or Syria accountable for their oppression and killing of their own people.  One news source states how 

Syria and Iran are planning retaliation if Syria is attacked: 

If Syria is attacked by outside forces as it cracks down on its own 
people, Iran, Syria and the terrorist group Hezbollah in Lebanon will 
attack Israeli and American targets with missiles, sources within all 
three reveal. 

According to Mashregh News, an Iranian media outlet run by the 
Revolutionary Guards, sources in Syria report that Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad last Thursday issued a secret directive that should the 
country be attacked by America, its military will counterattack. 

This directive includes an immediate response to fire a barrage of 
missiles from the three allies not only toward Israel but also at 

American assets in the region. 

The sources indicate that despite some international claims that a military action will not take place against 
Syria, military commanders in Syria are preparing for this confrontation. 

They emphasize that the Syrian armed forces have prepared a joint war room that includes officers from Syria, 
Iran and Hezbollah for a coordinated military response to an attack against Syria. 

Mashregh News also reported Iran’s armed forces have formed a separate joint war room with the Lebanese 
Hezbollah.  Mashregh said this shows that any aggression against Syria will be met with a heavy missile response 
from three fronts: Syria, Iran and Hezbollah. 

As revealed recently, the Iranian supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, ordered Iran’s Quds Forces to help 
stabilize Assad’s regime. The Quds commander, Qassem Soleimani, and 15,000 of his fighters have entered Syria 
with the mission of assisting in the suppression of the Syrian protesters. 

Meanwhile, The Washington Post is reporting that Tehran had increased supplies of arms and other aid for 
Assad as he is trying to crush resistance in the key city of Homs. 

“They’ve supplied equipment, weapons and technical assistance – even monitoring tools – to help suppress 
unrest,” The Post quoted the official as saying of Iranians. “Iranian security officials also traveled to Damascus to 
help deliver this assistance.” (stopradicalislam.org) 

Before we see headlines of Israel's attack on Iran, it could be possible that Israel will attack and disable Syria first.  The 

Bible predicts that this attack will be so swift (over-night, Isaiah 17:14) that retaliation from Syria against Israel will be 

impossible.  This would certainly hinder Iran from mounting an effective retaliation against Israel if and when Israel does 

http://atimetobetray.com/blog/report-iran-quds-forces-march-into-syria/


decide to destroy Iran's nuclear bomb building installations.  Israel will have to quickly move to respond to the follow up 

attacks mounted by their remaining enemies that are prophesied to come against Israel in Psalm 83, and then also those 

predicted in Ezekiel 38-39 where Russia and Iran will be destroyed by God Himself.  Will we be seeing news soon of the 

sudden destruction of Damascus which will begin the rapid unfolding of this last days scenario?  According to these 

prophecies, it is entirely possible!   

 

The Church Today - Doctrine and Prophecy  

"Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error." 1 John 4:6b 

With the growing influence of the Emerging Church, Chrislam, New Age, and Contemplative/Spiritual Formation 

movements in the churches and denominations today, what is the solution?   

First is Research.  These movements may be investigated by googling  many web sites such as "Lighthouse Trails 

Research Project," "Apprising Ministries," "Rapture Ready," "Prophecy in the News," "Hal Lindsey Reports," "The Berean 

Call" and "Grace thru Faith with Jack Kelly."  The "Jerusalem Post" offers news on Israel, and the "Christian Post" will 

help you keep up with news affecting the Church. 

Second is Reading.  Quite simply, this means spending hours in the 

Word of God.  There is no substitute for understanding the whole 

counsel of God.  Begin in the Old Testament with the Book of Genesis, 

and just read through.  Begin in the New Testament with the book of 

John, then the book of Acts then the epistles of Paul.  Read large 

sections together as skipping around and simply pulling out a verse here 

and there out of context will not ground you in the Word so that you 

can recognize error when you hear it or see it.  Devotionals are ok but 

never as a substitute for the Word of God and some may be downright 

harmful to true spiritual discernment.  This is especially true of so called devotionals that are written as though the 

author is communicating new revelation directly from God.   

A good commentary on the Old and New Testament is The Believer's Bible Commentary by William MacDonald.  But, 

again, with all the Bible helps that are out there, there is no better investment than in a Bible that you will read and can 

mark in.  May I suggest that the best translations are:  The King James, New King James, New American Standard, and 

the "old" New International Version.  There are others you may like but I think these are the most dependable.  I would 

avoid the paraphrased Bible, The Message.  Eugene Peterson, author of the paraphrased Bible, is not trustworthy as he 

is a leader in the heretical Contemplative/Spiritual Formation movement.   

Third is sitting under sound doctrinal and Biblical teaching and preaching.  If you are reading your Bible and spending 

time in prayer, witnessing to others about the Lord and living a moral and Spirit-filled life, you will be able to spot a true 

teacher from a false one from a mile away.   

I truly believe the time is short and we Christians who are serious about God's truth, and surrendered to the Lordship of 

Jesus Christ in every area of our lives need to be about the Lord's business, until He comes!  
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