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Our Times - Prophecy in current events 

 
"For he who touches you, touches the apple of His eye." 

(Zechariah 2:8) 

Well, the Obama administration has done it again.  It appears that some members of the Obama 
administration have deliberately leaked information about a deal struck between Israel and the country of 
Azerbaijan for the possible use of their airfields in the event Israel decides to strike Iranian nuclear sites. 
Azerbaijan is a small country just on the northern border of Iran.  The use of their airfields would greatly 
enhance Israel's ability to successfully attack and destroy the sites which Israel suspects are developing 
nuclear weapons to be used against Israel.  

What is very troubling is that our own administration is 
apparently deliberately leaking information in order to both 
embarrass Israel into not attacking Iran, and I believe, to 
send a signal to Ahmadinejad, Iran's President, that we will 
not support Israel if they attack their nuclear sites.  The 
Jerusalem Post states:  

"Senior US officials have said that Israel's military expansion 
into Azerbaijan is complicating US efforts to defuse Israeli-
Iranian tensions.  'We're watching what Israel is doing in 
Azerbaijan.  And we're not happy about it,' one official said. 

Azerbaijan's defense ministry denied the report, AFP reported Thursday. 
 
The relationship between Israel and the predominantly Muslim country on Iran's northern border is 
believed to be robust. Later in the month, Israeli officials confirmed a $1.6 billion defense deal with 
Baku that will see Jerusalem supplying the former Soviet state with unmanned aerial vehicles and 
missile defense systems. Earlier this month, Azerbaijani police arrested 22 people, including one 
Iranian citizen, suspected of plotting attacks against US and Israeli targets across the country. Baku tied 
the plot to Iran's Revolutionary Guards (IRGC)." 

I believe the Obama administration has been speaking out of both sides of their mouths about their support 
for Israel for years.  This recent report of what are apparently White House leaks which compromise Israeli 
security makes one wonder, and maybe even realize, just which side President Obama is taking between Israel 
and Iran. 

http://www.jpost.com/Defense/Article.aspx?id=259500
http://www.jpost.com/Defense/Article.aspx?id=259500
http://www.jpost.com/MiddleEast/Article.aspx?id=262249&R=R3


We can always expect an honest and insightful perspective from former United Nations Ambassador, John 
Bolton. It was reported by senior US officials, and because of that Bolton believes, that the Obama 
administration is purposefully leaking classified information to dissuade Israel from attacking or to give Iran 
the information it needs to defeat Israel’s attack.  John Bolton recently stated: 

I think the Obama administration has long believed that an 
Israeli attack was worse than an Iranian nuclear weapon. 
The president says that containment and deterrence of Iran 
is not his policy, and I think today that’s true. But it’s his plan 
B, it’s his backup plan when his current efforts at sanctions 
fail, and diplomacy fails, and Iran gets nuclear weapons. 

And I think that the pressure that the administration has 
put on Israel has been just merciless behind the scenes. But 
nonetheless, as I say, every evidence is that the pressure is 
failing, that the Israeli government will do what they think 
is necessary.  

So the Obama administration has torqued it up a notch, and now they’re going to reveal very 
sensitive, very important information that will allow Iran to defeat an Israeli attack. I think that’s 
what’s going on. 

Once again, we the readers of Prophecy in Perspective should be very prayerful for our President and our 
nation.  People who are anxious to become President of the United States often do not realize the deep 
problems that can be caused when we as a nation turn our backs on God's nation of Israel.  The Bible predicts 
an increase of persecution upon Israel in the latter days as Jesus predicted in Matthew 24 and elsewhere.  I do 
not believe the Lord is happy with America when we support anyone in leadership who will not support Israel.  
The prophet Zechariah stated God's own words of comfort to Israel and warning to nations that would hurt or 
who would not stand in defense of Israel in the interest of political well being or re-election when he said: 

"For thus says the LORD of hosts, 'After glory He has sent me against the nations which plunder you, 
for he who touches you, touches the apple of His eye.  For behold, I will wave My hand over them so 
that they will be plunder for their slaves. Then you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me'" 
(Zechariah 2:7-9). 
 

As we will see, I believe the Lord is "waving His hand over" America in judgment.  These reports of  
administration leaks that the White House was not happy with Israel making arrangements to attack Iran, are 
attempts to damage Israel's defense preparations against an enemy that has sworn to destroy the tiny nation 
at the earliest and first opportunity.  As the above Scripture assures us, God will be faithful to His Word. 

 
This past Tuesday, when I saw the news show this 
picture of trailers being tossed up into the air during an 
outbreak of tornados in the densely populated, Dallas-
Fort Worth, Texas, area I suspected that our 
government had just done something to threaten 
Israel.  A friend informed me that the United States 
had leaked the above information of Israel's 
preparations to secure the use of air bases in 
Azerbaijan.  Upon investigation, I discovered that this 



report broke on Thursday, March 28.  This was just five days prior to  April 3rd, when, Dallas-Fort Worth was 
struck by an outbreak of up to a dozen tornadoes.  This left thousands of residences without power, hundreds 
of flights cancelled and thousands of passengers stranded.  Hundreds of homes and businesses also sustained 
significant damage. 
 
Was this a mere coincidence?  I do not believe it was!  God means exactly what He says!  Is there some kind of 
injustice with God when He simply brings His prophetic Word to pass?  As Paul said:  "Certainly not! Indeed, 
let God be true but every man a liar.  As it is written:  'That You may be justified in Your words, And may 
overcome when You are judged'" (Romans 3:4). 
 
As we see man continuing arrogantly to play his political games out of willful ignorance and rebellion toward 
God, may we be all the more prayerful and committed to making God's Word known through making Jesus 
Christ known.  This is Jesus Christ crucified, resurrected, and coming again!   
 
This season in which we celebrate the resurrection of the Lord, I pray that you will commit yourself to a 
diligent study of God's Word and that you will determine to become a faithful witness for Christ.  The world of 
these latter days needs to know and see, through our witness of the prophetic truths of God's Word, that 
there are serious consequences to man's rebellion and mistreatment of Israel.  They need to see that God's 
judgments are real, but they are also redemptive.  There is redemption through Christ if they will deeply 
consider their sins and turn, in faith, to Jesus Christ, receive Him as personal Savior, and glorify Him with their 
lives and their consistent and  daily testimony.     
 

The Church Today - Doctrine and Prophecy  

A Call for Courage 

"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the 
LORD your God is with you wherever you go" (Joshua 1:9 NKJB). 

 Here Joshua is calling on God's people to have courage.  They were preparing  to go into the land of Canaan to 
conquer it.  This would mean many battles.  They would need to completely put their trust in the Lord who 
called them. 

We are called in the same way today to a walk of courage.  We are to war a spiritual warfare against our 
spiritual enemy, Satan.  This will mean much prayer, and committed holy living as well as hours and hours of 
serious Bible study.  E. M. Bounds writes that "the ability to stand, to fight, to conquer, and to drive the Foe 
from the field will be found in God's armor.  God's strength is imparted through God's armor.  No power short 
of God can enable us to meet the Devil.  No partial equipment will suffice." (Bounds, E.M.,  Spiritual Warfare, 
p. 148, by Whitaker House) 

When the disciples saw that their Lord was dead, they despaired and their courage disappeared.  This happens 
to believers who have come under the wrong impression that God has abandoned them or that God's Word is 
simply not true.  But God will never abandon His own and His Word is always true!  And the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ showed to them that all that Jesus taught them and said would happen will happen.   

The morning of the resurrection of Jesus Christ changed everything!  The disciples, after they saw their risen 
Savior, were instantly changed from fear to courage, from hopelessness and aimlessness to undefeatable hope 
and purpose.  As well, they received the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit, and then, over time they 
completed the entire New Testament which combined with the Old Testament as the entire Word of God.  



They, and now, we, as the Church have all we need to walk in confidence and no longer in defeat.  Now we 
can walk in power and victory, because Jesus is alive! 

The resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ is God's call for us to courageously go into the world and conquer 
sinful souls, not with a physical sword, but the "sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God" (Ephesians 
6:17).  We conquer, by God's Word and Spirit, through the love and the gospel of the Cross and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.   

You can stand in victory and speak truth because you are speaking His truth.  Go, beginning this Resurrection 
and Passover season, believing that all of the wonderful prophecies of the Word of God are coming true, and 
that the Lord will soon return for us.  Let the world know, and let the Church that is wayward also know, that 
Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life, because He was dead, and, as He said: "Behold, I am alive forever 
more" (Revelation 1:18). 

"In the world you will have tribulation; 
but be of good cheer, 

I have overcome the world." 
(John 16:33) 

 
 

Happy Resurrection Day! 

 
 

He Is  Not Here - He is Risen! 
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(Note: If you would like to interact with Dr. Downing concerning this newsletter, views, etc. you can "blog" with him at 
prophecyinperspective.com. If you would like to subscribe to this newsletter at no charge, please send your email address to: 
sgdowning@bellsouth.net. Also, you can purchase his latest book, "Good News From a Far Country", a study in the book of Daniel 
[$15] by contacting him. 


