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Our Times - Prophecy in current events 

"When the Enemy Shall Come in Like a Flood" 
(Isaiah 59:18) 

  

There is mounting evidence that one of the world's largest terrorist groups, Hezbollah, who is known to have 
close ties with Iran, has substantial drug connections with the Mexican drug cartel, Los Zetas.  This was 
revealed in a December 15th, 2011, indictment.  An article which I believe is important for Prophecy in 
Perspective members to read carefully is called "Iron Triangle of Terror:  Iran, Hezbollah, and Los Zetas?" 

from Analysis Intelligence says:  It is revealed that: 
  

The Lebanese drug lord Ayman Joumaa was indicted in absentia (not present) for, “conspiring to 
smuggle over 90,000 tons of cocaine into America and laundering over $250 million for the cartels.” 
The drug lord (again, Lebanese) has close ties to Hezbollah and functioned as a middle man between 
the terrorist organization and the (Mexican) cartels.  In terms of raw numbers, the amount of cocaine 
that he tried to smuggle was equivalent to a cargo of 2,250 eighteen wheelers. The sheer volume of 
this transaction is cause for concern, but the fact that Hezbollah and Los Zetas are working together is 
far worse. 
 
So why is this new development so significant to US border security?  We must first consider the 
history and background of these groups.  Hezbollah is one of the world’s largest terrorist groups and is 
based in southern Lebanon.  The Shiite organization receives funding from Iran and engaged in a proxy 
war with Israel in 2005.  It is responsible for some of the worst terrorist attacks of the last two decades, 
including the 1983 Beirut bombing that killed 241 Americans.  Hezbollah may be the most influential 
organization preventing stability in the Middle East. 
 
Los Zetas are the cartel equivalent of Hezbollah in Latin America.  The Zetas are described as, “ highly 
trained, highly motivated commandos formerly with the Mexican military…[that] represent law 
enforcement’s worst nightmare come true.”  The Zetas began as a group of paramilitary soldiers that 
were turned by the Gulf cartel.  After falling out with the cartel, the Zetas formed their own.  They are 
considered to be the "most dangerous drug cartel" and the second most powerful in Mexico.  The 
organization has participated in a number of hideous acts including the 2011 Tamaulipas massacre that 
killed some 200 civilians.  Los Zetas is considered to be one of the best trained and violent groups in 
Latin America.  Hezbollah’s influence in the region dates back several years.  
 
Hezbollah has been involved in the drug trade in Latin America since the mid- 1980's.  The group is 
primarily located in the tri-border area:  Brazil, Argentina, and Paraguay.  Its primary functions are to 
launder money and receive profits from the drug trade...Profits from criminal activity in the region are 
estimated to be in the millions of dollars.  Over the past 25 years, Hezbollah has carefully trained its top 
operatives to form cells and set up shop in North and South America. 



If Hezbollah were a drug cartel or a separatist movement, it would not be as much of a threat to the 
United States.  However, Hezbollah is a very connected organization that has killed hundreds of 
Americans and fought a war with Israel.  The most important fact about Hezbollah is that it is a state 
sponsored terrorist organization, “Hezbollah clearly acts as a proxy for Iran, specifically, the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards Corps Qods Force—globally and in Latin America.  Thus, Hezbollah’s escalating 
presence in the Western Hemisphere can be understood only in the context of its patron Iran’s pursuit 
of its strategic objectives.”  The fact that Iran is a state sponsor of Hezbollah means that the 
organization has the finances and the expertise to commit substantial acts of terrorism. 

In July, members of Congress were briefed on the growing influence of Hezbollah in the region.  One 
report indicated that the threat to the US border is already here, “operatives were already infiltrating 
the southern border with Mexico as well as Canada.  In July 2010, the first improvised explosive device 
exploded in the U.S.-Mexico border town of Ciudad Juarez.”  This problem seems to have been severely 
overlooked by the mainstream media.  It is quite surprising because Assistant Secretary of State, Roger 
Noriega, even made a statement saying that, ” I believe there will be an attack on U.S. personnel, 
installations or interests in the Americas as soon as Hezbollah operatives believe that they are capable 
of such an operation without implicating their Iranian sponsors in the crime.”  It is highly significant 
that a former top US official has come out and said that an attack by Hezbollah is likely. 

Iran's president,  Mahmud Ahmadinejad's close ties with Venezuelan president, Hugo Chaves is well known.  
We should watch these developments carefully and prayerfully in the days ahead.  Any idea that the terrorist 
threat to the United States is far away in distant countries is not true.  We should realize that Satan is working 
hard to bring anti-Israel, anti-American, and anti-Christ forces directly into the U.S. through groups such as Los 
Zetas, Hezbollah, and Iran.  All of these threats are highly financed through the illegal drug trade.  Americas' 
desire for drugs, and our government's unwillingness to deal realistically with the illegal immigration problem 
by obeying its own laws already on our books are providing an open door for wickedness to come in like a 
flood.   
 
The prophet Isaiah foretold of a day when Israel would no longer have to fear the invasion of enemies into 
their land nor threats of their destruction.  He said in Isaiah 59:19,  "When the enemy shall come in like a 
flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him."   The devil is the sworn enemy of Israel and 
thus also of America.  He has, and is infiltrating our country, in many ways.  One way is through sorcery, which 
implies and involves drugs.  In Revelation 18:23 we read about the future destruction of Babylon, which is a 
warning to all nations, including America, "for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived."   
 

The word for "sorceries" in the Greek is the word "pharmakeia" which is related to the word for medication, 
and also connected to magic and witchcraft.  Magic and witchcraft involve the uses of intoxicants such as 
alcohol and hallucinogenic drugs.  Satan thrives on minds that are under the influence of drugs that cause 
altered states of consciousness.  This give place for demonic invasion into the mind.  Rebellion, immorality, 
violence, and idolatry are the symptoms of the influence of unclean spirits.   
 

The enemies of God and of His people are seeking ways to debilitate us morally and spiritually.   Satan, hates 
the people of Israel and also hates America.  Our spiritual enemy is working behind the scenes to corrupt and 
weaken our nation with drugs, disease, violence, immorality, and the witchcraft associated with them.   
 
I believe the devil is already busy preparing for his bid to gain world dominance in the Great Tribulation 
period, after the Church is gone.  And Satan has big plans indeed.  The rise of the occult we are seeing in 
America and globally is prophesied in the Bible.  The Scriptures are given to warn us to fervently caution 
others of the coming of great spiritual darkness over the world.  And this darkness is already working as Paul 



writes,  "For the mystery of iniquity doth already work" (1 Thessalonians 2:7a).  Yet, there is someone who is 
holding back, or restraining the growth and progress of this darkness, and that is the Holy Spirit through the 
Church.  
 
Paul continues to state about the present condition of the "mystery of iniquity" that,  "only He who now 
restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way" (1 Thessalonians 2:7b).   This refers to the restraining 
influence of the Holy Spirit working in and through His Church, through preaching, witnessing, and holy living 
before a watching world.  His Church will be suddenly removed from the earth at the rapture, and so the 
restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit will be suspended.  Then Satanic darkness will grow to envelop the world 
in demonic deception, moral degradation,  religious idolatry, and physical violence which will culminate in the 
hunting and killing of believers (Tribulation Saints) and the requiring of the Satanic mark:  666 (Read 
Revelation 13).    
 
We certainly should pray diligently for God to raise up godly leaders in our Churches and our government.  We 
should pray for those in the Christian and political realm who believe in the one true God and who will take a 
stand against the rising flood of the enemy.   Further, we should not neglect to pray for the conversion to 
Jesus Christ from among those involved in the drug cartels in Mexico and from among the Hezbollah ranks.  
They are not beyond the reach of the love of the Savior.  Yet, this day of grace will not last forever (John 9:4).  
 
 

The Church Today - Doctrine and Prophecy Today 

 

"And to Wait for His Son From Heaven" 
(1 Thessalonians 1:10) 

 
Let me begin this section by clearly stating that the doctrine of the rapture is either greatly despised or 
ignored by many in the Church today.  And the growing fascination we are currently seeing among our 
brethren with pre-deterministic Calvinism is not helping matters at all.   Time is too short for us to allow new 
teachers rising in the churches, especially the SBC (Southern Baptist Convention, aka by some as:  Slowly 
Becoming Calvinistic) to confuse our eschatology.  

There is no time to switch from the Bible's to man's theology!  Time is short!  There is so much love for the 
world in the Church and among Christians that the idea of the Lord descending from heaven seems 
unnecessary or simply undesired.  But the Bible teaches us that there will be many things that will come from 
heaven either for our salvation or for our judgment.  We must choose between salvation and judgment as God 
has given us the moral and spiritual responsibility to do so (Joshua 24:15; Ephesians 2:8-9).   

The Living God will hold us accountable for what we choose.   Paul clearly says in 1 Thessalonians 4:16,  "For 
the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God.  And the dead in Christ will rise first."  Jesus descended from heaven in His incarnation.  He 
will descend from heaven again at His return in the clouds to rapture His bride, the Church to heaven.  He will 
descend to the earth a second time with His Church to establish His Kingdom.  The preaching of the Church 
needs to consistently speak of the coming of the Lord from heaven, both the first time and the second.  Those 
who do not believe in the descent of the Lord from heaven may well be among those who will be on the earth 
after the rapture to witness many other things descending from heaven which will bring judgment on the 
rebellious.  



The Bible speaks of things falling from heaven as a form of 
judgment.  Genesis shows God sending down judgment from 
heaven upon the wicked cites of Sodom and Gomorrah:   "Then 
the LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, 
from the LORD out of the heavens" (Genesis 19:24). 

In Joshua we read how God dealt with Israel's enemies under 
the leadership of Joshua when we read:  "And it came to pass, 
as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to 
Bethhoron, that the LORD cast down great stones from heaven 
upon them unto Azekah, and they died:  they were more which 

died with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword" (Joshua 10:11).   

The Lord sent objects falling from heaven from time to time in order to show how He was the Lord of heaven 
and of earth.  Psalm 18:13 records how the Lord stirred the heavens to bring destruction to His enemies, "The 
LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; hail stones and coals of fire."  And in 
the Book of Revelation 8:8 we read,  "And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain 
burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood."  

God's ability to get man's attention by dropping things from heaven is beyond compare as again we read in 
Revelation 16:21, that one day, in the Great Tribulation the Lord will bring a judgment of great hail stones 
upon the armies gathered at Armageddon:   "And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone 
about the weight of a talent:  and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague 
thereof was exceeding great." 

I remember several times in my life seeing a meteor falling from heaven through the night sky.  There is 
nothing to compare to the sight, especially of one that is bigger than normal and lasting a few seconds as it 
streaks brightly across the evening sky.  These sights are at once inspiring, but then also, they can be 
foreboding.  They almost always invoke a sense of anticipation that something extraordinary is about to 
happen.   

This is why I found this report and picture from Ohio a few days ago 
very unusual and one that brings to mind the places in the Scripture 
that God sends objects from heaven to convey judgment or warning.  
This event here is not necessarily a specific fulfillment of prophecy in 
itself.  This appears simply to be an unusual and unfortunate accident 
that no one would like to see happen to them.   

Yet, in that it was so highly publicized, I cannot help but think that 
God is saying something to those of us who are looking for the 
coming of the Lord and who are warning others of the judgments that 
will come upon those who do not trust in the Lord while there is still 
time.  I believe these kind of events and pictures can inspire us and 
warn us at the same time.  They warn us that there will come a time 
when this kind of sight will be common place around the globe.  The 
Great Tribulation will be a time when Heaven will be at war with the 
earth, and God will rain down upon the rebellious kingdoms on the 
earth, great stones of mountains, hail and fire which will terrify and 

destroy all those people and things man esteems and holds dear.  Imagine the scene.  I hope this picture will 
stir you, as it does me to seriously warn the world, that, rejecting Jesus Christ will perhaps very soon result in 
scenes like this, and worse.   

http://www.corbisimages.com/stock-photo/rights-managed/42-22689934/meteor-about-to-hit-the-earth


Upward Call - How to walk in view of Prophecy 

"That He May Establish Your Hearts Blameless in Holiness" 
(1 Thessalonians 3:13) 

 

I believe the Bible teaches that our expectation of the coming of the Lord at any moment is an incentive for 
holy living.  Paul expresses this truth clearly to the Thessalonians when he writes:   

 

"And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, 
even as we do toward you:  To the end he may establish your hearts unblameable in holiness before 
God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints" (1 Thessalonians 3:12-
13). 
 

While many believe in the coming of Christ as a doctrinal position, there may not be any practical impact of 
that belief in their lives.  This is actually a denial of what they say they believe.  How we behave, determines 
and states what we actually believe.  This is how many people can talk a "good game" about being Christians 
and about believing in the coming of Jesus Christ from heaven, but they are not preparing in any noticeable 
way for His return.  They are simply living as through there will be a million more tomorrows.  Instead, we 
should regard every day as important and as possibly our last day on this present earth.  We should make 
prayerful plans for the years ahead on earth only as a part of our assigned stewardship as, for instance, 
educating our children, buying insurance, having a retirement account, etc.  Those expecting the return of 
their Lord, kept the vineyard faithfully, and the fields, planting, cultivating for the future, and harvesting, yet 
always with a heart of expectancy to see their Lord appear at any moment.   
 
While faithfully carrying out our stewardship for the Lord we should live morally and spiritually pure lives, 
keeping ourselves unspotted by the world, to the glory of God.  This is God's plan for us, "That He may 
establish your hearts blameless in holiness...at (or until) the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His 
saints" (1Thessalonians 3:13). 
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(Note: If you would like to interact with Dr. Downing concerning this newsletter, views, etc. you can "blog" with him at 
prophecyinperspective.com. If you would like to subscribe to this newsletter at no charge, please send your email address to: 
sgdowning@bellsouth.net. Also, you can purchase his latest book, "Good News From a Far Country", a study in the book of Daniel 
[$15] by contacting him. 


