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 Our Times - Prophecy in current events  

"Wail, you ships of Tarshish! For your strength is laid waste." 
(God's warning against man's pride, Isaiah 23;14) 

 
Sometimes there are events that just seem to capture the world's attention.  This was the case with the tragic and 
unnecessary sinking of the Titanic.  Today, the event that has captured great attention on the news is the sinking  of 
another ship, that of the Costa Concordia.  There are important prophetic and practical lessons to be learned by digging 
into the details of this incident which took place on the Jewish Sabbath, during the evening of Friday the 13th of January 
2012. 

The reports have come to us that the captain of this huge cruise ship took an 
unauthorized detour from his assigned route to pass close to the picturesque Isle 
of Giglio off the Tuscan coast of Italy in the Tyrrhenian Sea.  The Tyrrhenian is a 
smaller part of the Mediterranean Sea, which is spoken of in the Bible and is 
referenced in the Prophecies of Daniel.  The captain intended to blow the ship's 
horn near the island to greet a retired Admiral who was once with Carnival Cruise 
Lines and who was also the father of the ship's head cook.  The captain had 
brought the ship too close to land and caused the hull to be punctured by a huge 
rock causing the immense vessel to founder just hundreds of yards off the coast of 
the island.  Wide-spread confusion among the passengers resulted and there was 
much loss of life, as well as several people still being unaccounted for.  The Captain 
was reported to be one of the first to leave the ship and was actually ordered by 
the Italian Coast Guard to get back on board to coordinate the evacuation, but 
captain Francesco Schettino refused to do so. 

Is there any prophetic significance to this incident?  I believe there are lessons to 
learn here both prophetically and practically.   I believe the Lord is trying to get 
our and the world's attention through events like this.  And He has a message for us today through this still growing 
tragedy.   

As I began to research the owners of the Costa Concordia, which means, "Harmony Among The Nations"  I discovered 
that,  Costa Cruises is a subsidiary of Carnival Cooperation whose CEO and chairman is the Israeli-born businessman,  
Micky  Arison.  Arison was born in Tel Aviv.  The 62 year old is the son of late Carnival Corporation founder Ted Arison 
and older brother of Bank Hapoalim owner and Israel's richest woman Shari Arison.  Arison became CEO of Carnival 
Corporation in 1979, and chairman of its board of directors in 1990.  Arison lives in Miami, where Carnival Corporation is 
listed, and appears at number 169 on Forbes list of the world's richest people, with an estimated wealth of $5.9 billion.  
In addition to his cruise ship concerns,  Arison also owns the National Basketball Association's, Miami Heat.  The 
Tyrrhenian Sea, where the Costa Concordia sailed, derives from the Greek name given by the Etruscans who, it is 
believed, immigrated from ancient Lydia, which was on the western section of present day Turkey.  It is believed that the 
Etruscans were the founders of Rome. They established a few villages along what is now the modern Tuscany coast of 
Italy which eventually developed into the mighty Roman Empire.  The Etruscans were led to that region from Lydia by 
their prince Tyrrhenus, hence the name, Tyrrhenian Sea. 

("'Costa Concordia's' Israel connections", 
Jerusalem Post, by Nadav Shemero 1-15-
2012) 
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In the book of Daniel, chapter seven, there is a key prophecy of the arising of four kingdoms which describe world 
dominating powers ruling during the "times of the Gentiles" (Luke 21:24).  Israel, because of their unfaithfulness to God 
as a nation, have been Divinely subjugated to these Gentile powers until the return of Jesus Christ.  These four beasts 
describe the unfolding of the four world powers over Europe and the Middle East from Daniel's time down to our own 
day.  God showed Daniel that the Jews would have 70 weeks, or 490 prophetic years from his time until the coming of 
the Messiah back to Jerusalem.  The 69th week concluded with Christ dying on the cross. (Daniel 9:26) Then God's time 
clock for Israel was stopped.  The church age began and continues now till the rapture. I believe God is preparing to 
begin that predicted 70th week any time since the re-establishment of Israel as a nation.  There is now one more week, 
or 7 years yet to be fulfilled for Israel.  This will be the Great Tribulation period which will commence after the 
conclusion of the Church Age with the rapture of the Church to heaven (see Daniel 9:20-27 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13-
18).  

In chapter seven of the Book of Daniel, the prophet Daniel, in a night vision saw himself standing upon the shore and 
looking out over the Mediterranean Sea that was off the coast of Israel.  The Bible calls this the "Great Sea." (Daniel 7:2) 
He watched in his vision as the four winds churned up the sea which pictured the confusion of the prideful nations.  Four 
beasts arose in succession out of the tossing sea.  The first beast was that of a lion which represented the kingdom of 
Babylon of Daniel's own time.  The second beast that arose from the sea was that of a bear which represented the 
Medo-Persian Empire which succeeded the Babylonian empire.  The third beast was that of a leopard, the next 
successive great empire which was over Israel, that  of Greece.  The fourth beast to arise was described by Daniel as  
"dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong.  It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling 
the residue with its feet.  It was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns" (Daniel 7:7). 

This fourth beast was to be the empire of Rome that existed in Jesus' Day.  When Daniel saw this vision of the future 
mighty power of the fourth dreadful beast, Rome consisted of only a few villages on the west coast of Italy.  Babylon 
reigned supreme, but the awful days of Roman rule and persecution of Israel were coming.   Daniel went on to describe 
the existence of this fourth beast in the latter days as well which would arise through the coming of "another horn, a 
little one coming up among them...And...in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking 
pompous words" (Daniel 7:8).  Here, Daniel predicted the rising of the Antichrist, who will rule, as other Scriptures 
affirm, over a latter day Roman Empire formed through a confederation of ten nations.  In other words, students of 
prophecy believe that Rome is predicted to rise again.  We are seeing indications of this in Europe today.  

                                                                                   

Perhaps the Lord God of Israel, through His sovereign activity in the world is seeking the world's attention by way of 
warning.  What an apt picture is a wrecked cruise ship in the Mediterranean sea that has been placed in the hands of a 
foolhardy and cowardly captain.   The unwise decision was made by its owners to give this immense vessel along with its 
massive crew and passengers over to him.  Today, millions of both Jews and Gentiles in Europe are being prepared 
through socialism, humanism, and atheism to hand Europe, like an immense ship over to a captain who will be none 
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other than the Antichrist, a false deliverer of Israel and a promiser of world peace.  He shall "corrupt by flatteries" 
(Daniel 11:32).  According to the prophet Daniel,  "And the king (who will arise in the latter days) shall do according to 
his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against 
the God of gods, and shall prosper..." (Daniel 11:36).  As the world looks on at the unfolding tragedy of the Costa 
Concordia, perhaps the Lord is calling Christians, and the world, to focus on God's warnings for the Jews and the Gentiles 
of these latter days that we cannot bring "harmony among the nations," but only Jesus Christ can.  The Lord seems to be 
calling our attention also toward the formation of the latter day Roman Empire, the "fourth beast," which seems even 
now to be seen in the formation of the United States of Europe.  The "beast" himself, after the rapture of the Church, 
will arise claiming to bring "harmony among the nations."  Eventually he will be revealed as the "Abomination of 
Desolation" (Matthew 24:15) which Daniel said will be, "dreadful and terrible...devouring, breaking in pieces, and 
trampling...with its feet" (Daniel 7:7).  But, until that time, in the early days of the Tribulation, people will laud him as 
the harbinger of "peace and safety" (1 Thessalonians 5:3). 

Interestingly the opening words that Daniel uses as he introduces that "fourth beast" are, "After this I saw in the night 
visions, and behold, a fourth beast..."  He is really focusing with special interest on this fourth beast which arises out of 
the Mediterranean area which concerns Europe, Asia Minor, and the Middle East.  This "fourth beast," which is Rome, 
will be the dominant supernatural power of Satan resisting the Lord, not only as it was in Jesus' day, but throughout the 
rest of history in some form or another and especially in its final form in the latter days just leading up to the return of 
the Lord in glory to the earth.   

I believe that when the Lord is about to do something significant, He does something significant.  In other words, the 
Lord seeks to get our attention when He is preparing to bring about the fulfillment of His Word.  Therefore, I do not 
believe the wreck of the Costa Concordia (Harmony Among The Nations) was just a coincidence.  I believe, for reasons I 
will show, that God gave us a picture in this foundered cruise ship of how He can destroy the proud works of man when 
man ignores Him and takes his own direction without God.  Because of the pride of man, and wicked alliances of God's 
people with those who curse Israel, God sets about to destroy their works.  This event occurred for all the world to see, 
and in just the part of the earth that the world needs to "behold" seriously.  For that is the part of the world where 
Satan will unite the nations as latter day Rome under the Antichrist who will target the Jews for destruction and rally 
Israel's enemies at Armageddon in a last attempt to destroy God's chosen people.  I believe God is showing the world 
"what He is about to do" (see Genesis 41:25 and 28). 

Interestingly there is an "Israel connection," as I noted above with the Costa Concordia's owner being Israeli born.  Yet 
there is more!  In my research of the background of the Costa Concordia I discovered that this ship was used to film 
scenes for a socialist-style movie by a producer who has evidenced anti-Semitic views.   

According to a report from the on-line encyclopedia, Wickipedia, "In 2010, Costa Concordia provided the decadent 
setting for Jean-Luc Godard's film, Film Socialisme (in Englilsh: Socialism).  Socialism is not only anti-God and anti-Christ, 
it is inherently anti-Israel.  This ship, owned by a Jewish family, was given permission to be used as a setting for a movie 
that was in the very least not supportive of Israel and of Israel's God.  This is very serious!  In an interview in 1985 
Godard expressed prejudicial views against wealthy European Jews.   In 1981 on television, Godard stated, regarding his 
views toward the Jews:   "Moses is my principal enemy...Moses, when he received the commandments, he saw images 
and translated them. Then he brought the texts, he didn't show what he had seen. That's why the Jewish people are 
accursed."  

We need to remember how God clearly warned: "I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you" 
(Genesis 12:3).   In a very real way, it seems that the Costa Concordia is connected to Israel, and perhaps in the mind of 
God, it can be viewed as an apt picture not just of the devastating consequences of human pride, but also of taking 
lightly God's warning about cursing Israel.  Perhaps there is also a lesson here about the trouble that can come through 
establishing alliances with wicked people who curse Israel.  This is especially troubling when these alliances come 
between Jews and those who declare through writing, speaking, or film, their animosity against Israel and the Jews.  As 
we will see, God promises to destroy the works even of those among His own people who ally themselves with the 
wicked for profit (2 Chronicles 20:37).  There are many ministries today that are striking alliances with the wicked and 
handing over God's work to foolish, worldly, and evil captains.  We will see that God intends to destroy the works of the 



 
 

devil (John 3:8).  His warning goes out to His own people, both the Jews and Christians, to beware of whom we ally 
ourselves with in the work He has given us to do.  

Further, perhaps the Lord is attempting to get the world's attention on the rank rebellion toward God and His prophetic 
Word among the Europeans  today.  Certainly, no matter how much man ignores God in Europe, God is not going away!  
Perhaps He is giving us a similar warning, as He did with Pharaoh when Joseph told the king of Egypt that God was 
showing him, "what He is about to do"(Genesis 41:28). 

We should take to heart the warnings that are given in the Bible that relate to the real potential of shipwreck that can 
come upon any kingdom, church, ministry, or life that is sailing under the power and direction of human pride and 
wicked alliances.  We should pay particular attention to those with whom we ally ourselves in doing the work of God, as 
well as our businesses (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).  I believe there is a problem when God's people ally themselves with 
those who hate God, reject his Word, and who curse His people.  This point is driven home by the Scriptures.  At one 
time, the Bible tells how God brought about the destruction of certain ships that were built and were to sail for gold.  
But the purpose was based upon an alliance between the Jewish King, Jehoshaphat, with the wicked king, Ahaziah, the 
son of Ahab. These ships were designed to go to Tarshish for gold.  But a prophet of God warned Jehoshaphat: "Because 
you have allied yourself with Ahaziah, the Lord has destroyed your works.  Then the ships were wrecked, so that they 
were not able to go to Tarshish" (2 Chronicles 20:37). 

The divinely caused destruction of "many ships" figures into the prophetic scenario concerning the latter days. "Many 
ships" will be destroyed due to the wicked alliances of human pride.  This will be through the nations' aligning with the 
wicked purposes of the Antichrist  for the destruction of Israel.  In Revelation 8:9 we read that: "a third of the living 
creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed."  And in Revelation 18:19 we read about the 
destruction of the wicked multinational alliances of Babylon:   “They threw dust on their heads and cried out, weeping 
and wailing, and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city, in which all who had ships on the sea became rich by her wealth! 
For in one hour she is made desolate.’" 

The Bible predicts how the latter days will be a time of growing instability of the natural order as well as destruction of 
the plans and works of man's hands.  Although it is not plainly stated, it is certainly implied that the rapture will bring 
unimaginable amounts of destruction through the crashing of pilotless aircraft, road vehicles and ships when Christians 
operating these machines will be supernaturally evacuated from the earth to heaven by the up-ward call of the Lord 
Jesus Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Philippians 3:14; 2:13).   

The times leading up to the rapture of the Church are foretold by Jesus as being a time of increasing trouble.  Jesus said 
in Luke 21:9, "But when you hear of wars and commotions, do not be terrified; for these things must come to pass 
first, but the end will not come immediately."   Since the rapture of the Church could occur at any moment, the "end" 
of which Jesus speaks is that of the Great Tribulation period which will begin after the rapture and will end with the 
coming of Jesus Christ to the earth.  Today's signs, some of which Jesus describes here, are early indications of the 
approach of the coming of Christ.  These latter day signs have already begun, especially since the days that Israel was re-
established as a nation in 1948. 

The tragedy of the Costa Concordia should move Christians to prayer for those on that ship who were hurt and who 
suffered the loss of loved ones.  It should also remind us of the possibility of our own lives being made "shipwreck" if we 
carelessly go our own way (1 Timothy 1:19).  Our own nation, as many others in Europe, is much like a ship guided by 
godless pride and is taking its own course toward the shallow reefs of destruction.  And there are many ministries doing 
the same thing as they follow worldly alliances and principles only to cause the foundering of many churches and 
destruction of many souls.   But God, through His Spirit, will direct us through the narrow and shallow places of the sea 
of life if we navigate our lives, families, government, and ministries according His Word and His way under the absolute 
Lordship of the Captain of our salvation, the Lord Jesus Christ (Hebrews 2:6). 

Upward Call - How to walk in view of Prophecy  

 
"Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you." 

(Peter's encouragement to believers, 1 Peter 3:15) 



 
 

 
It is time that we as Christians begin to take seriously the prophetic Word.  God's Word is given to encourage us, convict 
us, direct us and to enable us to warn others of the judgment to come.  What a joy to have such an accurate revelation 
as we possess in the prophetic Word.  It does not matter if you do not yet have a clear grasp of all of the key prophecies 
of the Bible.  It is a joy in itself to study them over and over, not only to grow in understanding of what God has in mind, 
but also to be able to discern the times we are living in today.  Do not let a day go by that you do not study and pray 
over the Word of God.  We are living in times of growing darkness, yes, but also times that afford great opportunities to 
make Jesus Christ known to the lost.  Remember that "we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to 
heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts..." (1 Peter 
1:19).  Be faithful, Be watchful, Be ready! 
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(Note: If you would like to interact with Dr. Downing concerning this newsletter, views, etc. you can "blog" with him at 
prophecyinperspective.com. If you would like to subscribe to this newsletter at no charge, please send your email address to: 
sgdowning@bellsouth.net. Also, you can purchase his latest book, "Good News From a Far Country", a study in the book of Daniel 
[$15] by contacting him.) 

 

 

 

 


